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our faith is, there never has been but

one Gospel upon the earth, though today

there are six hundred three score and

six different religious faiths, all more

or less diverse one from another; but

there is but the one true and everlasting

Gospel, and never will be any more, and

it is the same Gospel that was taught to

Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, Isaac, Ja-

cob and the Patriarchs, and which Jesus

and the Apostles preached; it never did

vary in the least in one single instance,

nor never will. And I say, if we teach any

other Gospel than that which was taught

by Jesus and His Apostles, we teach a

false Gospel and shall be under condem-

nation before God, angels and men.

What is the Gospel as taught by Je-

sus himself? The very first principle

was faith in the Messiah; this was the

first principle ever taught to man. When

Adam, after being driven from the gar-

den of Eden, went to Adam-ondi-Ahman

to offer sacrifice, the angel of the Lord

asked him why he did so. Adam replied

that he did not know, but the Lord

had commanded him to do it. He was

then told that the blood of bulls and

goats, of rams and lambs should be spilt

upon the altar as a type of the great

and last sacrifice which should be of-

fered up for the sins of the world. The

first principle, then, ever taught to Fa-

ther Adam was faith in the Messiah,

who was to come in the meridian of

time to lay down his life for the re-

demption of man. The second princi-

ple was repentance. And what is repen-

tance? The forsaking of sin. The man

who repents, if he be a swearer, swears

no more; or a thief, steals no more; he

turns away from all former sins and com-

mits them no more. It is not repentance

to say, I repent today, and then steal

tomorrow; that is the repentance of the

world, which is displeasing in the sight

of God. Repentance is the second princi-

ple.

I have heard many men say, no or-

dinances are necessary, that belief only

in the Lord Jesus Christ is necessary to

be saved. I have not learned that my-

self from any revelation of God to man,

either ancient or modern. But on the

contrary, faith in Christ, repentance, and

baptism for the remission of sins were

taught by patriarchs and prophets and

by Jesus Christ and His Apostles. Bap-

tism for the remission of sins is an ordi-

nance of the Gospel. Says one, baptism is

not essential to salvation. Jesus not only

taught it but rendered obedience him-

self to that requirement, not that He was

baptized for the remission of sins—but,

as He said, "to fulfill all righteousness,"

thus in this, as in all other respects giv-

ing the example for all who follow. When

these principles of the Gospel are com-

plied with a man is then a fit subject to

receive the Holy Ghost; and this holy gift

is bestowed today as it was anciently, by

the laying on of hands by men possessing

the authority to administer in the ordi-

nances of the Gospel. These are the first

principles of the Gospel which we Latter-

day Saints believe in and teach to our fel-

low men.

Joseph Smith received the ministra-

tion of Angels, and he by revelation or-

ganized the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, and he was taught by

those who ministered unto him what to

teach to the people, which was the ever-

lasting Gospel.

Again, men received the Holy Ghost

through the imposition of hands, af-

ter being baptized for the remis-

sion of sins. The Holy Ghost was

imparted in that way, according


