
LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE, ETC. 129

for this purpose? Because the Gospel

was taken from the earth in consequence

of the unbelief of the Gentiles, and the

powerful opposition that was brought

against the comparative few who repre-

sented it. And in fulfillment of the reve-

lation of St. John, John the Baptist came

to Joseph Smith and conferred upon him,

after a period of preparation on his part,

the Aaronic Priesthood, which autho-

rized him to preach and to baptize for the

remission of sins, and to administer the

sacrament, but not to lay on hands for

the reception of the Holy Ghost. In due

time, however, Peter, James and John

appeared to him also and conferred upon

him the Melchizedek order of Priest-

hood and Apostleship, which gave him

the power to organize the kingdom of

God upon the earth. These are truths

whether the world believes them or not.

It makes no difference; it is the work of

Almighty God, and he is the originator

of it. How is it with the Elders of Israel?

God has called men from the plow, the

hammer and anvil, from the carpenter's

bench, etc., unlearned and weakmortals,

and they have been sent out to the world

to bear record of this new and everlast-

ing Gospel restored in our day. And what

have they said to the Methodists, the

Baptists, and all other religionists and

classes of men? God Almighty has given

unto me a dispensation of the Gospel and

I offer it to you; he that believes on the

Lord Jesus Christ, and that I am his ser-

vant having His Gospel message to de-

clare to all those to whom I am sent, and

repents and is baptized for the remission

of his sins, shall receive the Holy Ghost.

This has been the purport of the mes-

sage we have borne to men and nations

for the last fifty years. And now if God

has nothing to do with this, how is it

that we have been able to gather to-

gether thousands and tens of thousands

from about all nations under heaven by

the simple proclamation of the Gospel

message? How long would it be be-

fore Joseph Smith or any other man who

would go forth bearing the message that

we do, and making the promises that

we make, would be found out to be an

impostor unless the promises he made

were genuine and looked upon in such

a way as to give entire satisfaction to

those who hearkened to his word? The

whole secret of our success as far as

making converts is concerned is, that we

preach the same Gospel in all its simplic-

ity and plainness that Jesus preached,

and that the Holy Ghost rests upon those

who receive it, filling their hearts with

joy and gladness unspeakable, and mak-

ing them as one; and they then know

of the doctrine for themselves whether

it be of God or man. And this Gospel

of Christ which we offer is what has led

this Church from its first organization

until today. And, as I have often said,

had it not been for the Gospel revealed

to us, we might have labored until we

were as old as Methuselah, and Utah to-

day would have been as barren as it was

in 1847, when we first came to these val-

leys. At that time we found a barren

desert, yes, as barren as the desert of Sa-

hara, with no mark of the Anglo-Saxon

race. But travel through Utah today,

and we find houses and cities, gardens

and orchards, meetinghouses and taber-

nacles and schoolhouses and dwellings,

with the blessing of God attending the

labors of the people; and a community

of people from almost every nation taken

from the various sects and parties, and

they are here through the inspiration of


