LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE, ETC.

prepared to enter the den of lions; the
three Hebrew children were not afraid of
the fate that awaited them; the Apostles
were valiant for the truth and shrank
not from death for its sake, and why
could those men and others under sim-
ilar circumstances stand by their convic-
tions without flinching? Because, in the
first place, they had the truth and they
knew it for themselves; and in the second
place, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter,
sustained them as that power alone can
in all the trying scenes through which
the people of God are called to pass.
And this is so today. What the Latter-
day Saints have done by way of preach-
ing the Gospel under all kinds of dif-
ficulties, building up cities and subdu-
ing waste lands, and establishing them-
selves in the earth, they have done by the
revelations and commandments of God
to them.

I will say a few words concerning a
certain principle, and why I say it is be-
cause we cannot help looking at the signs
of the times as they appear today. 1
was reading in the news last evening a
speech reported to have been made by
Joseph Smith, son of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, in which he accuses us of pursu-
ing an entirely different course from that
of his father; that his father had nothing
to do with the endowments which form a
part of our religious faith; and that his
father had nothing to do with the pa-
triarchal order of marriage; and he ac-
cuses our bishops of polluting the women
of their several wards so that they are
not fit for wives. This last accusation is
so palpably false and so utterly menda-
cious as to be entirely unworthy of our
notice, and I believe I ought to apolo-
gize to this congregation for referring to
it at all. But it shows how weak must be
the hope and faith of men who pretend
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to be teachers among the people when
they descend to traduce the character of
innocent men by willfully lying in the
hope of bolstering up and establishing
their own peculiar cause. And with re-
gard to the others: I wish to say, that
Joseph Smith utters falsehoods when he
says what he is reported to have said
about his father: for I bear record to this
congregation, and I ask our young people
to bear it in mind after I am gone, that
Joseph Smith first made known to me
the very ordinances which we give to the
Latter-day Saints in our endowments. I
received my endowments under the di-
rection of Joseph Smith. Emma Smith,
the widow of the Prophet, is said to have
maintained to her dying moments that
her husband had nothing to do with the
patriarchal order of marriage, but that it
was Brigham Young that got that up. I
bear record before God, angels and men
that Joseph Smith received that reve-
lation; and I bear record that Emma
Smith gave her husband in marriage
several women while he was living, some
of whom are today living in this city,
and some may be present in this congre-
gation, and who, if called upon, would
confirm my words. But lo and behold,
we hear of publication after publication
nowadays, declaring that Joseph Smith
had nothing to do with these things.
Joseph Smith himself organized every
endowment in our Church and revealed
the same to the Church, and he lived
to receive every key of the Aaronic and
Melchizedek priesthoods from the hands
of the men who held them while in the
flesh, and who hold them in eternity.

I feel to say to the Latter-day
Saints everywhere, brethren and sis-
ters, do good and you will reap
good; what you sow you will also



