
journals of the Elders of this Church who 
have kept daily record of that which they 
have endured and witnessed, and the vari-
ous incidents of their missions would be as 
interesting as the acts of the Apostles in the 
New Testament; for God has manifested 
Himself in the most extraordinary manner 
in their behalf. Many of this people, be-
fore they heard of the organization of the 
Church, read the acts and teachings of the 
Apostles and of the Savior, and also Paul’s 
Epistles, and their souls yearned for a day 
of such power upon the earth. Many who 
are here today, many thousands through-
out this Territory, who are now connected 
with this Church, have wished that they 
could have lived at a time when these acts 
were being performed, when such men as 
are described in the New Testament had an 
existence upon the earth. But the history 
of the Elders of this Church—the miracles 
and manifestations of God’s power which 
they have witnessed and been the instru-
ments in performing—would make a book 
far larger than any record we have handed 
down to us.

Today, the existence of God may be 
said to be only known by personal ex-
perience, to comparatively few people. 
Thousands throughout Christendom 
think they know, because of their tra-
ditions, that God lives and that Jesus 
is the Son of God. Their fathers, their 
mothers, their priests, their school teach-
ers, have indoctrinated them with the 
idea that there is such a Being as God, 
and that Jesus his Son is the Savior and 
redeemer of the world, and they fan-
cy they know and understand these 
things. But how many are there who 
can testify, by personal experience that 
they know that God lives? How many  
can say that they have asked for and re-

ceived, through imploring in the name of 
Jesus, the very blessings that they desired 
and needed? Comparatively few people 
out of the masses that live upon the earth. 
Hence it is that God has removed himself 
far from them, and they say there is no use 
in calling upon God, there is no use in in-
culcating a belief that he will hear and an-
swer prayer, that he will interpose in behalf 
of individuals, or that he will suspend—to 
use another phrase—great natural laws to 
accomplish certain results. Yet God does 
not suspend natural laws when he inter-
poses in behalf of his people. We are told 
in the New Testament that Jesus ascend-
ed in the sight of certain individuals into 
heaven. The law of gravitation apparently 
may be said to have been suspended, or the 
law which confines bodies to the earth—
the law by which we are governed; but the 
Savior understood a higher law; he under-
stood laws by which he could accomplish 
this, and at the same time not interfere with 
the general law that governs human bod-
ies, and so in all these matters God can in-
terpose his power; he can hear and answer 
the prayers of those who are humble and 
seek unto him. He can give unto them the 
desires of their hearts in a way that is his 
own; He can operate by unseen influences 
upon men’s minds, and lead them to cer-
tain things that will result in the fulfillment 
of the desires of others, concerning which 
they have offered their prayers unto the 
Lord. In this respect the Latter-day Saints 
occupy, so far as I know a unique position.

Brother Nicholson remarked that he 
could see among the young men who had 
gone forth to preach of late years, a wonderful 
zeal, and growth in faith. This will be more
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