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and more the case. The agencies that
are now at work in our midst, our
Sunday Schools—the scholars of which
number upwards of thirty thousand—
our Young Men's and Young Women's
Associations—the members of which are
numbered by thousands—are doing a
vast amount of good. The young are be-
ing trained in the reading of the Scrip-
tures. And who can read the Scriptures
without believing that God is, and that
he hears and answers prayers? What
is there in the Bible to lead a reader
to believe that faith shall not be exer-
cised today as much as at any time in the
world's history, or that revelation from
God shall not be enjoyed today as much
as 1,800 years ago? He who reads the
Bible and believes in the equality of man,
believes in the justice of God, and his
unchangeable character, that he is the
same yesterday, today, and forever, will
have faith spring up in his heart con-
cerning the possibility of having knowl-
edge from God, and of God's speaking,
of sending his messages to the earth to-
day as well as he did in ancient days. I
do not believe that a child can be found
who, if the New Testament be given to
him or to her, and he or she read it with-
out the bias which comes from the in-
terposition of friends and the comments
of teachers, will not have faith in God,
and will not desire to know why it is
that God does not work miracles in these
days, and why God's power is not man-
ifested now as it was in ancient days.
These inquiries will naturally spring up
in their hearts, and their desire to share
in these blessings will be as natural to
them as any other thoughts would be.
Certainly, they will have no idea unless
they are taught it, that these gifts and
blessings are no longer to be enjoyed
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by men upon the earth. It is false teach-
ing that generates such ideas in the
mind of the children of men, not the
Bible itself, not the New Testament, not
anything that is written within either
of those books, but they are ideas that
come from outside of the Bible. But it is
said if these things have not ceased, if it
was not the will of God that they should
cease, why is it that we do not have these
manifestations now as they had in an-
cient days? Why is it that God does not
speak now? Why is it that angels do not
minister unto men now? Why is it that
the Holy Ghost is not poured out now?
Why are there no persons possessing the
gift of healing, and other manifestations
of the power of God? Why is it that
Christendom has been for ages without
these blessings and gifts in their midst?

These are very reasonable inquiries,
and the answer to them is to be found
in the history of the Church, in this fact:
that mankind would not permit a ser-
vant of Jesus to live in their midst who
did such things, from the days of him-
self and his apostles down to the days
of the restoration of the Gospel in its
purity to the earth. Inspired men have
not been permitted to live in their midst.
Even men who professed to have a lit-
tle light, who did not profess to have re-
ceived revelation, but who claimed that
it was their privilege to seek unto God
and to find him and obtain knowledge
from him, to a certain extent, were per-
secuted unto death. Read the history
of the various reformed churches from
the days of the Apostles down until the
present time, or to within fifty years, and
you will find that this has always been
the result. Mankind have been deter-
mined that a reformed religion, and cer-



