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said they, “here are men who will destroy
all our creed. We shall have no pay for our
preaching if this becomes popular, our
profession will be destroyed,” and from
the day that proclamation was made to the
present time the strongest opponents of
this Church and of this people have been
men who preach for hire, and whose creeds
have been in danger by the proclamation of
these truths. Today religious conventions
cannot be held without “Mormonism” be-
ing introduced and advanced as something
against which the power of the nation
should be directed.

The Lord has been with us and has
helped us or we could not have done
what has been done. It has been his bless-
ing, it has been the manifestation of his
power, that has shielded and upheld this
people. His word has gone forth concern-
ing this work. It will not return unful-
filled. Commencing with six members, this
Church has increased until it is a power
in the earth, and there is no nation which
has not heard of this strange people liv-
ing in the midst of the Rocky Mountains.
The ideas we have taught are revolution-
izing the earth, silently and slowly in some
respects, but nevertheless as thoroughly.
We are few in number, but the power
and influence of the ideas which we ad-
vocate wield a power that we here do not
fully understand. This will increase. As I
have said to you and to others, the quali-
ties that are possessed by the Latter-day
Saints will never die. They cannot die un-
less you kill the people themselves. Talk
about destroying this work! When you
destroy the Church of Christ, and vir-
tue, union, industry, frugality and tem-
perance from the face of the earth, the
world will destroy “Mormonism,” as it is
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called. But a people with such qualities as
we exhibit, as God has developed within
us, cannot be killed. Ideas have been be-
gotten and given birth to that will con-
tinue to grow and increase until they fill
the whole earth, because they are true and
divine. If there were only half a dozen men
left alive who had this organization and
held these principles, they would continue
to grow and gather adherents and spread
on the right hand and on the left. The
principles are indescribable in their charac-
ter. A faith has been begotten, a faith been
born that will continue to live and increase
and spread abroad, from the very fact that
it is true, and truth always finds a lodg-
ment in the hearts of the honest. There is
no way to destroy this unless those who
entertain a belief in it are destroyed. That
can be done, but it is not likely to be done.
It was done in the days of the Apostles,
for the reason that the churches were scat-
tered abroad, here and there. They were
surrounded by their enemies. Satan had
power in the earth. The Apostles were slain
one after another. Every man that raised
his voice in favor of divine revelation from
God, or contended for the equality of man
before God, and the unchangeableness of
God, was slain. The Church was scattered
abroad. Paul built up branches throughout
Asia Minor. Other Apostles built branches
of the Church wherever they could find a
place where the people would receive the
truth. But they were surrounded by adverse
influences, and the Apostles and Saints
were not allowed to live. And we in this
day would be destroyed if we were alone, if
these influences were left to operate against
us. You surround a few people by multi-
tudes who are actively hostile and aggres-
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