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vented from fulfilling it. You take two

communities, one a multiplying commu-

nity and the other only partially multi-

plying, and what will be the result? But I

need not dwell upon this. There is a line

of thought connected with this which you

can reflect upon at your leisure.

God has given unto us the conditions

that are suitable for the accomplishment

of the great work that he has said shall

be established and carried forward in the

last days, and we are connected with

it; and there is this to distinguish it

from all others—it is not a man-made

system. Men may say and think what

they please about it, but from the Pres-

ident of the Church down to the last

man who has entered into the Church in

sincerity, there is a faith and a knowl-

edge that this work is of God, and the

Presidency believe this as much as the

humblest man in the Church and more

too. It is this that gives power, it is this

that gives influence. It is because they

are filled with a knowledge concerning it

that they have lived it, that they have

contended for it, that they have passed

through persecutions to establish it, that

they are not unwilling to die for it, if

it should be necessary. And this is the

case with the whole people. Why? Be-

cause they are deluded? Because they

are dupes? Because they are deceived?

No, but because God has opened the

heavens and poured out His Holy Spirit

upon them and given them a testimony

for themselves of the truth of this work.

The Norwegian, the Swede, the Dane,

the native of Switzerland, or the Ger-

man, Frenchman, Irishman, English-

man, or the American, together with

the Icelanders, Sandwich Islanders—

all receive it in their own lands,

all bearing testimony in the selfsame

words, that God has given them a testi-

mony of the truth of this work. Destroy

it! You might as well try to destroy the

heavens themselves, or to overthrow the

throne of Jehovah. It is true. It will

live. Men may fall away—for men are

weak mortals—man may deny the faith,

man may say this is all a delusion; men

may die, but the grand truth still lives.

It has found a lodgment in the hearts of

honest men and women. And they are

increasing. Their children are multiply-

ing. They are spreading abroad on the

right hand and on the left; living virtu-

ous, temperate, frugal, industrious lives,

loving God and loving their neighbors.

Are there exceptions? Yes, we are

human. The devil still lives, and he

has power to tempt. Therefore we have

exceptions in our midst. Nevertheless

those qualities are increasing and mul-

tiplying. Men are found who possess

them, and those growing up to manhood

and womanhood are also found to pos-

sess them. They know God and ask Him,

believing that they will have the desires

of their hearts granted unto them. And

thus the work of God is spreading abroad

throughout the earth, finding a place in

the hearts of people, humble, it is true,

but people who are independent—people

who are the noblest of earth's sons, for

the reason that they are not afraid to em-

brace that which is unpopular. The work

of natural selection is going on in that

way. This Gospel is naturally selecting

the best of the people from the midst of

the earth—men and women in humble

station, from the lower ranks of life, in

the most of instances, although there are

some exceptions, some noble exceptions;

but notwithstanding the lowliness of

their origin and their surroundings, they


