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are people of independent thought, peo-

ple who dare embrace a truth though it

be unpopular, and cling to it in the midst

of all the influences that are brought to

bear against them. Out of such materials

the Lord is building up a Church, build-

ing up a people, bestowing His blessings

upon them.

It would not do for His people to be

anything else but valiant, and when they

pass through the ordeal they will be like

gold seven times purified. In days gone

by it was the mob, it was the burning

of houses, driving the people from their

lands, and this has been followed by or-

deals just as trying in their character, as

far as testing the people is concerned.

By this process the people are becom-

ing stronger in the Lord. Their feet are

planted upon a rock. They have proved

God for themselves, known him for long

years in the midst of trials, temptations

and vicissitudes such as no other people

on the face of the earth know anything

about.

I thank God for this. I thank

him every day that I live for this

Church. I thank him that I am

a Latter-day Saint. If I can only

have a name among this people I feel as

though I could have no greater comfort.

I wish to be associated with a people of

this kind, a people who love the Lord and

are willing to do anything to show their

faith in and their love for him, and if it

were necessary, to lay down their lives

for the truth. I cannot help loving a peo-

ple of this kind. They have weaknesses

and faults. I have them too. We are alike

in this respect. If they will bear with me

I will strive to bear with them. I know

this is the Church and Kingdom of God.

I know that those who cling to it will,

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

receive glory and exaltation at his right

hand. I know that people who love him,

as the Latter-day Saints do, and are will-

ing to make sacrifice, will not be forgot-

ten by him. He will not forget them in

the day that he makes up his jewels; he

will bless them and honor them.

That we may remain faithful and

true unto the end, and be counted wor-

thy to receive an exaltation in the king-

dom of our God is my prayer, in the name

of Jesus Christ, Amen.


