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tions indulged in by men who feel free to
give themselves the most unbounded lati-
tude in their speculations, forming theo-
ries not only devoid of ingeniousness, not
only devoid of truth and symmetry, but
possessing some features of fascination for
the intellectual and good among mankind;
yet, where do we find in the whole realm
of mind, where through all the ages that
have gone by, men that have wandered and
gleaned information from every open av-
enue among the various civilizations which
the words of history give unto us a knowl-
edge of; is there a more rational and consis-
tent solution of this question than is found
in the writings of the most ancient histo-
rian and primitive lawgiver, Moses: “God
made man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and female
created he them.”

If then, my friends, we have an origin—
and there is no doubt but that we have;
and there are very few men with whom I
have come in contact that have ever hesi-
tated to admit man’s origin. It will there-
fore be rational to enquire whence are we.
But to trace back through the ages that
have elapsed and take a retrospective gaze
into the past and endeavor to unearth the
history of lost civilization; to exhume from
the buried ruins the intelligence that ex-
isted upon the surface of this globe during
the long, long centuries that have gone by,
and there glean the very cream and gather
together the most precious sentiments ever
enunciated by sage or philosopher, can we
find anything superior to this? No, we can-
not, my friends; there is none on record.
Pardon my freedom in making so broad
and conclusive a statement; but I speak
after many years’ reflections, and after con-
siderable research.
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And although, my beloved brethren
and sisters, many grand and cherished
principles have been brought to light by
man’s will and power of investigation, by
seeking to open nature’s temples and ex-
plore her departments and endeavor to
comprehend law through phenomena,
and formulate the laws of nature in har-
mony with the connected and continuous
occurrences of events, with the uniform
appearance and reappearance of her op-
erations, and they have been gratified with
the glorious results which have followed
the earnest, the honest and indefatigable
labors of good men, men who have sacri-
ficed friends and homes and associations,
who have bid adieu to their dearest friends
on earth, sacrificing all the comforts and
luxuries with which they were surrounded
to embark on the ocean of peril and uncer-
tainty in pursuit of principles which they
felt were to be discovered, and results to be
attained by persistent and indefatigable la-
bor. They have traveled to earth’s utmost
bounds; they have endured hardships, and
many of them have sacrificed their lives
in order to accumulate a fund of human
knowledge to add to those experiences
which seem indisputably necessary to build
up society upon its more enduring basis.
Yet, my friends, have they ever brought to
light by their researches, without naming
those worthies for whom I entertain pro-
found respect, a great many of them, have
they ever introduced to the human family
such a plain, such a clear, lucid and satis-
factory explanation of the principles of
which I have spoken, and to which I am
now alluding—the design of man and his
final destiny upon the earth—as is given
in the records of revelation. It is true that
the scientific man is satisfied that there is a
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