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delivering them in some other way; but
so long as they could make a move in the
direction that God through Moses had
appointed, it was their duty to do so.

It may appear through our ignorance
in not understanding fully the ways of
the Lord and His purposes, that in our
onward march in carrying out the pro-
gram before us, we sometimes come to
a stopping place for the time being, but
the fact is, there is no such thing in the
program, and there cannot be providing
the people continue their labors putting
their trust in the promises of God. The
Apostles, notwithstanding the opportu-
nities they had of acquainting them-
selves with the purposes of the Almighty,
through personal converse with the Son
of God, thought there was a time when
they would have to stand still, and cease
their labors as ministers of God. When
they saw the Savior hanging upon the
cross in the agonies of death, their hearts
failed them, and they concluded that all
was over with them. They had thought
that Jesus was to be king of Israel, and
deliver them from the Gentile yoke, but
now their hopes seemed vain and all
was lost; now said their leader, let us
go a fishing. Was there a cessation of
the work of God, when Jesus was suf-
fering upon the cross? No, the work
was still going on, but the Apostles did
not understand it; they did not seem
to comprehend the fact that the pur-
poses of God were being carried out when
He was suffering upon the cross; but
when Jesus appeared to them after He
arose from the tomb, He gave them to
understand that in His suffering and
death the words of the prophets were
being fulfilled and He opened their un-
derstanding that they might understand
the Scriptures. But the High Priests
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of the Jewish faith, and all those who
were foremost in the crucifixion of the
Savior, believed they had accomplished
their purpose in putting to death Him
whom they feared would take away their
name and nation, and doubtless felt sat-
isfied with their work, especially as He
failed to come down from the cross, when
they cried out, If He be the Son of God let
Him come down from the cross.

There is no standing still with the
Latter-day Saints. When we were driven
from Kirtland and Jackson County by
mob violence, the purposes of God were
being fulfilled and the work was under-
going changes necessary to its growth
and progress, and the trials and afflic-
tions incident thereto were necessary to
the proving of the Saints and the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God upon the
earth. And I would say, let the motto be
to every Elder in Israel, and to every per-
son worthy to be called a Saint: "Fear
not, and never stand still, but move on."
Let the farmer go forward making im-
provements, plow and sow and reap; and
those engaged in proper and useful en-
terprises continue to do what seems good
according to the Spirit of God that may
operate upon them, and let every man
be faithful and very diligent in keep-
ing the commandments of God, and cul-
tivate the desire to do good to those
around him; and if, in reflecting on the
past, we find we have not acted strictly
in accordance with the dictates of our
consciences and duty, let us make our-
selves right before God and man, that
we may be prepared for every event that
may transpire. Let the work of build-
ing temples and houses of worship go
on; let Israel continue to educate their
children and bring them up in the fear
of the Lord, and let the Gospel still



