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be carried to the nations afar, and Israel be
gathered and the people always be found
moving on as the purposes of God con-
tinue to be fulfilled. Do not stand still
and expect to see the salvation of God,
but move on so long as there is a step to
be made in the direction that he has com-
manded, and then see the salvation of the
Almighty. This is the work of God, and
he is directing its course and progress in
the earth, and this work should ever be
uppermost in our minds; and so long as
we are found in the path of duty we can
surely remain fixed and unmoved and de-
termined in our purpose, and thus exhibit
to the world our faith and devotion to the
principles of truth which God has revealed,
as did the Saints when they were driven
from their homes as recorded in the his-
tory of the Church. And because of this
exhibition of faith, God blessed us won-
derfully and miraculously after we had
passed through the trials which followed
in the accomplishment of this work, trials
which seemed indeed to the world almost
unbearable. However we regard those af-
flictions, they were not so very disagree-
able. When the three Hebrew children,
for instance, had been brought to a cer-
tain position, cast into the fiery furnace
because of their undying faith and integ-
rity, they could not after all perhaps have
been placed in more pleasing and agree-
able circumstances. A holy being, it is
said, appeared and walked with them, side
by side in the midst of the flames; and so
with Daniel under similar circumstances.
Did they wait to see what God would do
for them? No; it was “move on” with them.
They knew that in the hands of their Master
were held the issues of life and death, and
that to die in Him is to live, live eternally,
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to go on, on to perfection until they should
become even like unto Him; and having a
living, an abiding faith, and a knowledge
of the true and living God they were ready
to live and they were ready to die for the
truth. It was not with those men as it was
with the children of Israel of whom I have
read. They were in possession of knowl-
edge through the operation of the Holy
Ghost which prepared them for any cir-
cumstances in which they might be placed.
And so with regard to the Latter-day
Saints: When compelled to sign over our
property to the mob in Missouri, we were
advised to disperse and mix up among the
people and not attempt to gather together
again; and yet under these circumstances
the Lord moved upon the legislature of the
State of Illinois to grant us a city charter in
which there were favorable provisions that
were not found in any other charter. And
this was as he had told us he would do,
namely, that he would soften the hearts of
rulers from time to time that they should
show favor to his people. I do not believe,
as some do, that no good can come out
from Nazareth. We talk sometimes rather
harshly about some of the politicians of
our country, and deservedly, too; but not-
withstanding the illiberal and unjust policy
they show towards us, I believe they can do
us a great deal of good provided the Lord
operates upon the hearts of ruling men, as
he has done in the past, and as he will do in
the future, which will result in their show-
ing and granting us favors and blessings
that many now little imagine.

The circumstances under which we came
to these mountain valleys are well known; they
need not be recited now. After we had passed
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