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marriage up to the 1st day of January,
1883. Now, who could have expected so
much good to come out of Nazareth? Un-
cle Samuel is now and then a pretty good
uncle after all. (Laughter). And, mark
you, the framers of the Bill have been
so considerate as to distinctly provide
that the children thus legalized must be
the offspring of marriages performed ac-
cording to the rites and ceremonies of
the sect known as the Latter-day Saints.
In the language of the small boy I say,
"good enough." (Laughter.) Now, if any
of our Gentile friends have been indis-
creet, or should hereafter be guilty of
bigamy, their offspring of course are not
so favored. (Laughter.) We ought to be
thankful for this unexpected favor, and
indeed I have no doubt we are. 1 re-
ally never expected that the lawmakers
of our nation would ever legalize plu-
ral marriages as performed for the last
thirty years or more. If the Lord is
able to do a thing of this kind through
men who framed that strange and sin-
gular bill, our open and avowed ene-
mies, what is he not able to do? What
may we not expect if we remain faith-
ful and true to the trust reposed in us?
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The Lord very possibly may cause a
heavy pressure to bear upon us, such as
will require great sacrifice at the hands
of his people. The question with us
is, will we make that sacrifice? This
work is the work of the Almighty, and
the blessings we look for which have
been promised, will come after we have
proven ourselves and passed through the
ordeal. I have no special word to this
people that there is, or that there is not,
before them a fiery ordeal through which
they will be called to pass; the question
with me is, am I prepared to receive and
put to a right and proper use any bless-
ing the Lord has in store for me in com-
mon with His people; or, on the other
hand, am I prepared to make any sac-
rifice that he may require at my hands?
I would not give the ashes of a rye straw
for any religion that was not worth living
for and that was not worth dying for; and
I would not give much for the man that
was not willing to sacrifice his all for the
sake of his religion.

Well, I close my remarks by saying to
one and all, Move on! move on, and see
the salvation of the Lord, and not stand
still. Amen.



