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John: "Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is." By that time we
will be able to comprehend God, notwith-
standing the assertion of the learned of
the world to the contrary. We were sent
down upon the earth to dwell for a time
that we might learn the laws which gov-
ern this lower sphere, that we might
have a portion of it framed as a body
in which we should dwell, that in it and
through it we might become acquainted
with sin which is the transgression of
law, and learn that only by obedience
to law is happiness possible for the off-
spring of God; that only by obedience
to eternal laws and wholesome regula-
tions can man be made happy in time
and in eternity. And by becoming ac-
quainted with darkness we can appre-
ciate the light; by becoming acquainted
with pain and sorrow we can appreciate
perfect bliss and happiness: by coming
in contact with death, and understand-
ing it through experience we may com-
prehend the blessings of life, preparatory
to an endless existence in the presence
of the Father to dwell in perfect submis-
sion to his eternal laws. We are here for
experience, and while we dwell in mor-
tality there are lessons to be learned and
that must be learned, if needs be through
suffering. It is our privilege, while here
in the school of experience and adversity,
far from our ancient home, to struggle
up to the light from whence we came,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit to
obtain knowledge of the past, a com-
prehension of the present, and an un-
foldment of the future; for "when the
spirit of truth is come he shall guide you
into all truth, and he shall take of the
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things of the Father and of the Son and
show them unto you; he shall show you
things to come, and shall bring to your
remembrance things that are past, he
shall give you knowledge of the present
and shall unfold to you the future." This
is the office of the Holy Ghost in bestow-
ing its gifts and blessings upon men.

Now we can learn our duty, we can
learn what is the mind and will of God
concerning us. The Lord has manifested
a great many things to us while in mor-
tality which has had the effect of stir-
ring up the opposition of the world and
the powers of darkness against us. This
is a necessary experience as it tends to
develop our being, and so long as we
have this warfare to fight, if we carry
out strictly the commandments of God,
we shall have more present joy, more
present satisfaction and more present
pleasure than if we were in accord with
the world, as we have the consciousness
that we are doing what is right, and we
also have the gratification of knowing
that the Lord will plant our feet upon
the rock of eternal truth and in his own
time will bring us up to mingle and dwell
with those who have overcome, and who
move in a higher sphere of intelligence.
Our duties are pointed out and made
known to us as fast as we are prepared
for them. We have the means whereby
we can learn the will of God, line upon
line, precept upon precept, here a little
and there a little, as fast as we develop
and grow up to the comprehension of
higher truths; and in every man's heart
who walks in the ways of life is this spirit
prompting and directing, and encourag-
ing him to refrain from evil.

After we have performed our mis-
sion upon the earth the spirit will



