THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL IN THE LATTER DAYS, ETC.

apostles I say unto you again, that every
soul who believeth on your words, and
is baptized by water for the remission
of sins, shall receive the Holy Ghost.
And these signs shall follow them that
believe—In my name they shall do many
wonderful works; In my name they shall
cast out devils; In my name they shall
heal the sick; In my name they shall
open the eyes of the blind, and unstop
the ears of the deaf, And the tongue of
the dumb shall speak; And if any man
shall administer poison unto them it
shall not hurt them; And the poison of
a serpent shall not have power to harm
them." That is a very curious commis-
sion to be given in the nineteenth cen-
tury of the Christian era to those that
are called in our day; very curious. If
Joseph Smith, through whom this reve-
lation was given, was not called of God,
the promises here made would not be
fulfilled. On the other hand, if God is
the author of this revelation, then all the
world may prove for themselves the di-
vinity of His word. An impostor would
take very good care to so word his lan-
guage in the promises that there would
be a double meaning to them, and if they
were not fulfilled in one sense they might
perhaps be fulfilled according to a second
interpretation, and thus he would escape
the obloquy of being an impostor. But
the Lord does not deal with the human
family in this double kind of dealing. All
his promises are yea and amen, plain,
pointed, definite, no two meanings about
them. Here we are told that inasmuch
as the servants of God, the missionar-
ies, should go forth "that every soul"—
meaning every person among all people,
languages, nations and tongues—"who
believeth in your words"—believeth
on the testimony of these mission-
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aries that go forth—"and is baptized by
water for the remission of sins shall
receive the Holy Ghost." Now can you
make out two meanings to that? Or is
there only one meaning? "They shall re-
ceive the Holy Ghost." And then in order
that every soul in all the world might
know whether they were true believers
or not there were certain signs promised
to them. "And these signs shall follow
them that believe." Believe what? Be-
lieve in your words, the words of you
missionaries. What shall they do? "In
my name they shall do many wonder-
ful works; In my name they shall cast
out devils; In my name they shall heal
the sick; In my name they shall open
the eyes of the blind, and unstop the
ears of the deaf; And the tongue of the
dumb shall speak; And if any man ad-
minister poison unto them it shall not
hurt them; And the poison of a serpent
shall not have power to harm them." Is
there anything indefinite in that? Does
it say that these signs possibly may fol-
low those that believe? Does it say per-
haps you will receive the Holy Ghost,
perhaps you may have power to heal the
sick, perhaps you may have power to
open the eyes of the blind, etc. No, that
is not the language. Here is a definite
promise made to them. To the mission-
aries alone? To whom was this promise
made? To every soul in all the world
that would believe and receive the tes-
timony of these missionaries. Here we
see something very similar to the com-
mission that was given—and referred
to by Brother Reid in his remarks—in
the last chapter of Mark. The ancient-
day servants of God were sent forth to
all the world, to every creature, and
the language of our Savior to them was
that all, in every part of the earth that



