166

millions of Christians expect to be saved?
Oh, yes. What makes you think so? You
don't have the signs which follow the be-
lievers, and how can you hope for sal-
vation? Why should you hope for it?
Why expect to be saved in the kingdom
of God? The promises are made to be-
lievers, they were not made to those that
have not the signs. One promise was just
as sacred as the other, and if you have
not the signs of believers you have not
the promise of salvation. Very curious
Gospel, says one. Well, there is no mis-
taking that gospel, we can all of us know
on what ground we are placed. If we
cannot obtain the promises made to the
people anciently, namely the signs, how
shall we obtain the greater promise of
eternal life and salvation in the world to
come? Surely if the people cannot have
faith to get the little promises, how can
they expect to get the greater promise?
All their faith is foolishness, their faith is
all founded upon sand, and they go blind-
fold to the other side of the veil to wake
up and find they never had received the
Gospel. But, says one, we have received
the Gospel. Our ministers have preached
it long and loud generations before "Mor-
monism" came upon the earth; we and
our fathers have heard it. It is one thing
to hear the Gospel as recorded in the
New Testament, and another thing to en-
Joy the blessings of it. It is one thing
to read about people receiving the Holy
Ghost, and it is another thing for you to
be baptized and receive the Holy Ghost.
It is one thing to be baptized by a man
holding authority from God who has the
right to baptize, and another thing to
be baptized by one holding no authority
from God, and no right to baptize. Do
you suppose that the signs would follow
those that had the ordinance of baptism
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administered by a man that had no au-
thority? No. For instance there is
the Methodist baptizer, the Presbyterian
baptizer, and the baptizers of the various
religious denominations—most of them
baptize, some of them for the remission
of sins, and some because they suppose
their converts have already received a
remission of sins. Perhaps they may per-
form the ordinance by immersion—the
true mode of baptism; but can an unau-
thorized man baptize his neighbor and
that be called baptism in the sight of
heaven? No. A man that is not called of
God, a man that has no revelation, and
says there has been none since the close
of the first century of the Christian era,
all his administrations are as invalid as
it would be for a heathen priest to bap-
tize you, or for any person upon the face
of the whole earth to come and baptize
you. Such baptisms are not good; they
are illegal; they are unlawful; they are
not accepted of God unless the admin-
istrator is a true servant of God, and if
he be a true servant of God, the signs
will follow him, and if the signs do not
follow him he has no authority to bap-
tize. No wonder then that four hundred
millions of people have been without the
signs. There has been nobody authorized
to baptize them to begin with. A true
believer is a man that receives the or-
dinances, and not only believes in them
but manifests his faith by his works. He
obeys the ordinances and the blessings
follow. The blessings do not follow the
four hundred millions because they have
not obeyed, and they cannot obey with-
out there is a man authorized to admin-
ister the ordinances.

Well, says one, what do you Latter-
day Saints say about the author-
ity to administer these ordinances?



