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We say, and have said from the begin-

ning of this Church, that the Lord God

Almighty, who sits upon His throne in

yonder heavens, has spoken again to the

inhabitants of the earth. He has called

by name his servants. He has sent forth

angels in glory from his holy presence,

and they have administered the author-

ity of the apostleship, and bestowed it

upon the heads of men to administer

again among the children of men in all

the ordinances of the Gospel. This is

our testimony. Has it ever been that

since the rise of the Church? It has.

We never have varied from that testi-

mony. What further do we say? We say

that among all people, nations, kindreds

and tongues, Christians, heathens, Ma-

hommedans, and the savages upon the

islands of the sea—that among all these

nations there is no authority, not one

person among all their denominations

that has the least particle of right to

baptize you, or to administer the sacra-

ment, or to lay on hands that you may

be baptized with fire and with the Holy

Ghost, according to the ancient pattern

and order of things; not one of them;

they are all powerless, they are all with-

out authority, without revelation, with-

out any knowledge that comes from God

direct to themselves in this age. No

man among them has been called of God,

as was Aaron. Everybody knows that

Aaron was called by new revelation. He

did not have to go back to revelations

given 1,800 years before he was born to

tell him how God commissioned some-

body before the flood; he did not have

to do that; but says he, "I have been

ordained"—how?—By a revelation from

God. "Moses set apart Aaron. He is thy

brother. I call him by name. Set him

apart to the Priesthood, ordain him, let

him be clothed upon with priestly gar-

ments, let him administer and his ad-

ministration I will accept." This was the

substance of the revelation, and calling

and commission that was given to Aaron,

the servant of God. Is it true what Paul

said, that no man can take the honor of

the Priesthood to himself unless he was

called of God as was Aaron? If that be

true there must be more revelation in

order that there may be a calling. You

that say the canon of scripture is full,

that no more scripture has been given

since John the Revelator left the earth,

what becomes of your callings? You have

none—that is, that are divine. No won-

der, then, that while the world were wan-

dering in darkness without God, with-

out any true knowledge from the heav-

ens direct to themselves, without the gift

and power of the Holy Ghost, without the

organization of any true church, with-

out prophets, without revelators, with-

out inspired men—no wonder that God

has again commissioned an angel from

the heavens to begin the work on the

earth. Brother Reid spoke during his dis-

course about Joseph the Prophet—how

he was called, that the Lord appeared

to him, that Jesus appeared to him, and

that angels appeared to him and con-

ferred upon him authority and power.

There is no wonder that the Lord should

send his angels and thus appear in or-

der to begin the work on the earth where

so much darkness reigns. It is called a

day of Gospel light by these four hun-

dred millions of people. A day of Gospel

light! Well, all the Gospel light they

have is the history of a Gospel preached

1,800 years ago. They have no power

to administer in it. They have the his-

tory of something, without any power to


