
partake of it; that is, you cannot be bap-
tized, you cannot receive the Holy Ghost by 
the laying on of hands, you cannot receive 
the Lord’s Supper for want of administra-
tors; but can read about it, you can read 
how the authority was once on the earth. 
That is some satisfaction, is it not? How 
much satisfaction I do not know. It is some-
thing like the case of a man who, after trav-
eling a long journey, arrived at a place where 
he knew there was a splendidly spread table. 
But the door was locked and the key was 
lost—nobody could introduce him to that 
table to eat that he might appease his hun-
ger. How very satisfactory it must be to that 
man to know the history of such a good 
spread table, and yet no power to get to the 
table. Just so it is with these four hundred 
millions of Christians. It is so much satis-
faction to read how the believers in ancient 
days were baptized by one holding author-
ity to baptize, and how they could distin-
guish themselves from unbelievers; but, 
alas, say they, “We cannot partake of it; no 
blessings of the Gospel for us; no one to 
let us receive the same Gospel. We would 
like to feast like unto the ancient Saints,

but is it not enough—our priests say it is—
to know how others enjoyed these bless-
ings?” Now that is precisely the situation of 
this generation.

This is true charity. If I were to come 
and tell you that you are all in the right 
path inasmuch as you are honest and sin-
cere, and walk in your various doctrines 
and principles, it would be false charity, 
it would be flattering you to walk in paths 
that were wrong, it would be flattering 
you that you had hopes of salvation when 
you had none. But we do not do this. This 
flattery we leave to other portions of the 
world, we leave that to the Christian de-
nominations that are without any of the 
powers and gifts of the ancient Gospel. Let 
them flatter, let them occupy this position, 
let them have this false charity; but as for 
us we have the plain naked truth—plain as 
words can make it—to tell unto all people, 
namely, if you will believe and receive the 
Gospel you shall be blessed, not with com-
monplace blessings, but with the supernat-
ural gifts of the Gospel, and on the other 
hand that every soul of you that do not re-
ceive it shall be damned. Amen.
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