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to this earth is that we may become like
Christ, for if we are not like him, we can-
not become the sons of God, and be joint
heirs with Christ.

The man who passes through this pro-
bation, and is faithful, being redeemed
from sin by the blood of Christ, through
the ordinances of the Gospel, and attains
to exaltation in the kingdom of God, is
not less but greater than the angels, and
if you doubt it read your Bible, for there
it is written that the Saints shall “judge
angels,” and also they shall “judge the
world.” And why? Because the resurrected,
righteous man has progressed beyond the
pre-existent or disembodied spirits, and
has risen above them, having both spirit
and body as Christ has, having gained
the victory over death and the grave, and
having power over sin and Satan, in fact
having passed from the condition of the
angel to that of a God. He possesses keys
of power, dominion and glory that the
angel does not possess—and cannot pos-
sess without gaining them in the same
way that he gained them, which will be
by passing through the same ordeals and
proving equally faithful. It was so ordained
when the morning stars sang together,
before the foundations of this earth were
laid. Man in his pre-existent condition
is not perfect, neither is he in the disem-
bodied estate. There is no perfect estate
but that of the risen Redeemer, which
is God’s estate, and no man can become
perfect except he becomes like them. And
what are they like? I have shown what
Christ is like, and he is like his Father,
but I will refer to an undoubted author-
ity to this people, on this point, “The
Father has a body of flesh and bones
as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but

the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and
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bones, but is a personage of Spirit. Were
it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell
in us.” Doc. and Cov., Sec. 130. There is
not time to refer to the many scriptural
passages which might be cited in proof of
these important facts, enough already has
been referred to, to place the matter be-
yond a oubt.

It is believed by many in the Christian
world, that our Savior finished his mis-
sion when he expired upon the cross, and
his last words on the cross, as given by
the Apostle John—*"1¢ is finished,” are fre-
quently quoted as evidence of the fact; but
this is an error. Christ did not complete his
mission upon the earth until after his body
was raised from the dead. Had his mission
been completed when he died, his disciples
would have continued fishermen, carpen-
ters, etc., for they returned to their several
occupations soon after the crucifixion, not
yet knowing the force of their holy calling,
nor understanding the mission assigned
them by their Master, whose name would
soon have been buried with his body in the
grave to perish and be forgotten, “For as
yet they knew not the scripture, that he
must rise again from the dead.” But the
most glorious part of his mission had to
be accomplished after the crucifixion and
death of his body. When on the first day
of the week some of the disciples went to
the tomb with certain preparations for the
body of their Lord, they were met there by
two men clothed in “shining garments,”
who said unto them, “Why seek ye the liv-
ing among the dead? He is not here, but
is risen: remember how he spake unto you
when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son
of man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third
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