
174 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

day rise again." And not until then did

the disciples remember these words of

the Savior, or begin to understand their

meaning. Why were they thus forget-

ful, and seemingly ignorant of all they

had been taught by the Savior respect-

ing the objects of his mission to the

earth? Because they lacked one impor-

tant qualification, they had not yet been

"endowed with power from on high."

They had not yet obtained the gift of

the Holy Ghost. And the presumption

is, they never would have received this

important and essential endowment had

Christ's mission been completed at the

time of his death. It may seem strange

to some who may not have reflected on

this matter fully, that the disciples of

Christ were without the gift of the Holy

Ghost until after his resurrection. But

so it is written, notwithstanding the Sav-

ior on one occasion declared, "Blessed

art thou Simon, etc., for flesh and blood

hath not revealed it unto thee, but my

Father which is in heaven." While Je-

sus was with them he was their light

and their inspiration. They followed him

by sight, and felt the majestic power of

his presence, and when these were gone

they returned to their nets and to their

various occupations and to their homes

saying, "we trusted that it had been he

which should have redeemed Israel, but

the chief priests and our rulers have de-

livered him to be condemned to death,

and have crucified him." No wonder that

Jesus exclaimed unto some of them, "O

fools, and slow of heart to believe all that

the prophets have spoken."

If the Disciples had been en-

dowed with the "gift of the Holy

Ghost," or "with power from on

high," at this time, their course

would have been altogether different

from this as the sequel abundantly

proved. If Peter, who was the chief

Apostle, had received the gift of the

Holy Ghost, and the power and testi-

mony thereof prior to the terrible night

on which he cursed and swore and de-

nied his Lord, the result would have

been very different with him, for then

he would have sinned against "light

and knowledge," and "against the Holy

Ghost," for which there is no forgive-

ness. The fact, therefore, that he was

forgiven, after bitter tears of repentance,

is an evidence that he was without the

witness of the Holy Ghost, never hav-

ing received it. The other disciples or

apostles of Christ were precisely in the

same condition, and it was not until the

evening of the day on which Jesus came

out of the grave, that he bestowed upon

them this inestimable gift. John gives

a careful description of this important

event which concludes as follows: "Then

said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto

you: as my Father sent me, even so send

I you. And when he had said this, he

breathed on them, and said unto them,

Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose soever

sins ye remit, they are remitted unto

them," etc. This was their glorious com-

mission, and now were they prepared to

receive the witness of the Spirit—even

the testimony of Jesus Christ. Yet they

were told to "tarry in Jerusalem until

they were endued with power from on

high," which they did. Jesus further

told them that if he went not away the

"Comforter"—that is the Holy Ghost—

would not come unto them, but if he

went away he would "send him," and

he it was who should testify of Christ,

and of the Father, and bring to their

remembrance "all things whatsoever"

he had commanded or taught them,


