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ance, he had this in view, to make of him

and his seed a peculiar people; to make of

them instruments in his hands of accom-

plishing good for the benefit of the world.

He promised Abraham on another oc-

casion that in him and his seed all the

nations of the earth should be blessed.

And although this had reference chiefly

to the coming of the Son of God through

his lineage, who was to be the Chief

Apostle and High Priest of our profes-

sion, the Redeemer of the world, it im-

plied the fact also that through his seed

the Gospel should be carried to all the

world, and the oracles of God delivered

to men; that prophets and righteous

men should be raised up who should act

as the mouthpiece of God to the peo-

ple among whom they should live, and

they should have Abraham for their fa-

ther. Among his descendants also, his

Temple as well as the Tabernacle should

be established, and the ordinances were

to be revealed through them and the

Priesthood conferred upon them, and

the word of God preserved among them

and handed down to future generations,

thus maintaining the true character and

knowledge of God, and perpetuating the

same upon the earth. This was a great

work that the Lord purposed concerning

the seed of Abraham, and it was for this

reason and purpose that he promised to

establish his covenantwith them forever.

Now the Priesthood referred to in

Scripture had not reference alone to

that lower or lesser order known as

the Levitical Priesthood which was con-

firmed by covenant upon Aaron and his

seed and upon the house of his fathers,

the tribe of Levi, which Priesthood offi-

ciated in offering sacrifices and all the

lesser duties pertaining to the law; but

it comprehended something more than

this, the Priesthood as a whole, includ-

ing the Melchizedek or that holy order

of Priesthood after the order of the Son

of God. And when Moses was made the

mouthpiece of the Lord to Israel in this

precious promise we find them hearken-

ing to him and keeping his covenants,

they being a peculiar people unto him,

above all the earth, a chosen generation,

a royal Priesthood; and he referred to

them as a whole people and not to the

Levites alone, and to the Priesthood, as

I before remarked, as a whole includ-

ing, of course, the Melchizedek Priest-

hood, hence the words of Peter: "Ye are

a chosen generation, a royal Priesthood,

an holy nation."

The same great purpose and object

prevail at the present time. The calling

and mission of the Latter-day Saints are

to fulfill what is here promised in these

Scriptures—to bring about the restora-

tion of scattered Israel, the establish-

ment of Zion, the preparing a people for

the coming of Christ; a people who are

to be Saviors upon Mount Zion, and thus

fulfilling one of the prophecies of one of

the Jewish prophets concerning the Zion

of the latter days, that Saviors should

come up upon Mount Zion to save the

house of Esau, but the kingdom should

be the Lord's. No matter how many

might be employed in this work of sal-

vation, as Saviors upon Mount Zion, all

should labor as helpers and co-laborers

with Christ in the salvation of men.

God has promised in the revelations

given to the Latter-day Saints to make

known unto them the fullness of all for-

mer dispensations, and he has confirmed

upon his servants in this dispensation

of the fullness of times the keys of all

former dispensations and revealed all

the ordinances made known to the an-


