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chief. While the tribe of Levi, unto which

Moses and Aaron belonged, was espe-

cially charged with the administration

of affairs of the lesser Priesthood un-

der the law, yet Ephraim, the peculiar

and chosen son of Joseph, was the one

whom the Lord had named by his own

mouth and through the Prophets, to in-

herit the keys of presidency of this High

Priesthood after the order of the Son

of God. In this also we see the fulfill-

ment of the covenants and promises of

God; not that Joseph by birthright in-

herited this blessing, for Reuben was the

firstborn among the twelve sons of Ja-

cob; but we are told in Chronicles, the

5th chapter, that Reuben forfeited this

birthright by his adultery, and that God

took it from him and conferred it upon

the sons of Joseph; and of the sons of

Joseph he chose Ephraim as the chief;

and while the Patriarch Jacob, as we

read in the 49th chapter of Genesis,

adopted into his own family two of the

sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh,

yet he placed Ephraim the younger fore-

most, and blessed him with the chief

blessing, saying, that Manasseh shall

be great, but Ephraim shall be greater

than he; he shall become a multitude

in the midst of the earth. Another

Scripture also says concerning scattered

Israel, that Ephraim has mixed him-

self among the people; and speaking

of the gathering of Israel in the latter-

day dispensation, the Prophet Jeremiah

has said that God would gather Israel

and lead them as a shepherd does his

flock, and says he, I am Father to Is-

rael, but Ephraim is my firstborn. Now,

if Ephraim has been scattered and has

mixed himself with the people until their

identity is lost among the nations, how

are they going to be recognized and

receive the promised blessings—how is

it that Ephraim shall be the firstborn

of the Lord in the great gathering of

the latter days? If we turn back to the

blessing which Moses gave to the twelve

tribes of Israel as found in Deuteron-

omy, we shall there see that in blessing

the tribe of Joseph, he especially charged

them with the duty of gathering the peo-

ple from the ends of the earth. Said

he, Joseph's horns are like the horns

of unicorns, which shall push the peo-

ple together from the ends of the earth,

and they are the thousands of Manasseh

and ten thousands of Ephraim; show-

ing that it shall be the ten thousands

of Ephraim and thousands of Manasseh

who shall be in the foremost ranks of

bearing the Gospel message to the ends

of the earth, and gathering Israel from

the four quarters of the world in the last

days. Whoever has read the Book of Mor-

mon carefully will have learned that the

remnants of the house of Joseph dwelt

upon the American continent; and that

Lehi learned by searching the records of

his fathers that were written upon the

plates of brass, that he was of the lin-

eage of Manasseh. The Prophet Joseph

informed us that the record of Lehi, was

contained on the 116 pages that were

first translated and subsequently stolen,

and of which an abridgement is given

us in the first Book of Nephi, which is

the record of Nephi individually, he him-

self being of the lineage of Manasseh;

but that Ishmael was of the lineage of

Ephraim, and that his sons married into

Lehi's family, and Lehi's sons married

Ishmael's daughters, thus fulfilling the

words of Jacob upon Ephraim and Man-

asseh in the 48th chapter of Genesis,

which says: "And let my name be named

on them, and the name of my fathers


