186

work. It will be remembered when
Jeremiah was called of God in his youth
that he, in order to excuse himself, com-
plained of his youth and of his being slow
of speech, that the Lord said unto him
that he would be mouth for him and mat-
ter to his heart, for, he said, he knew him
and called him from his mother's womb
to be a prophet unto the nations. And
so he called John the Baptist by sending
his angel Gabriel to his father Zacharias,
and giving him a promise that his wife
Elizabeth, though old and barren, should
yet conceive and bear a son, and that his
name should be John, who should be a
forerunner to the Savior to prepare the
way before his face. And so he elected the
seed of Ephraim to be that peculiar peo-
ple I have referred to, that holy nation,
a kingdom of Priests, a people to receive
the covenants and oracles, and to be wit-
nesses to certain nations of the God of Is-
rael. And how strict were his commands
that they should have no other Gods but
him, that they might be a standing re-
buke to the idol worshippers, and to all
who believe not in the true and living
God.

Now the same spirit of revelation
that sought out the Prophet Joseph from
the loins of Joseph who was sold into
Egypt, and that raised him up in this
dispensation to receive the keys of the
Priesthood and to lay the foundation of
this great work in the earth, has also
called the children of Abraham from
among the kingdoms and countries of
the earth to first hear and then embrace
the everlasting Gospel; and the rem-
nants of the seed of Ephraim who were
scattered from Palestine and who colo-
nized the shores of the Caspian Sea and
thence made their way into the north
of Europe, western Scandinavia and
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northern Germany, penetrating Scotland
and England, and conquering those na-
tions and reigning as monarchs of Great
Britain, and mingling their seed with the
Anglo-Saxon race, and spreading over
the waters a fruitful vine, as predicted by
Jacob, whose branches should run over
the wall. Their blood has permeated
European society, and it coursed in the
veins of the early colonists of America.
And when the books shall be opened and
the lineage of all men is known, it will be
found that they have been first and fore-
most in everything noble among men in
the various nations in breaking off the
shackles of kingcraft and priestcraft and
oppression of every kind, and the fore-
most among men in upholding and main-
taining the principles of liberty and free-
dom upon this continent and establish-
ing a representative government, and
thus preparing the way for the coming
forth of the fullness of the everlasting
Gospel. And it is the foremost of those
spirits whom the Lord has prepared to
receive the Gospel when it was presented
to them, and who did not wait for the
Elders to hunt them from the hills and
corners of the earth, but they were hunt-
ing for the Elders, impelled by a spirit
which then they could not understand;
and for this reason were they among the
first Elders of the Church; they and the
fathers having been watched over from
the days that God promised those bless-
ings upon Isaac and Jacob and Joseph
and Ephraim. And these are they that
will be found in the front ranks of all
that is noble and good in their day and
time, and who will be found among those
whose efforts are directed in establish-
ing upon the earth those heaven-born
principles which tend directly to bles-



