THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHARACTER, ETC.

the powers of earth to throw stum-
bling blocks in the way of this commu-
nity. But will the Lord suffer them to
bring persecution upon us? Peradven-
ture he may; and he will if it is neces-
sary to prune the vineyard, to cleanse
his people from sin, to purge out evil
and frighten away the hypocrites in Zion;
for it has been decreed that fearfulness
shall surprise the hypocrites in Zion; and
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if he suffers the wicked to combine
against us, he will overrule it for the sal-
vation of the righteous. The righteous
can endure trials, realizing as they do
that

Behind a frowning providence, He
hides a smiling face.

And that after much tribulation
comes the blessing. And such are of
Ephraim. Amen.
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The speaker commenced by reading
the first ten verses and the 18th verse of
the 35th chapter of Jeremiah; also part
of the 139th Psalm; and then said:

I read these verses with a view of
riveting more forcibly upon our under-
standing a principle which I desire to
present for consideration, namely, the
establishing of a proper character, as
Latter-day Saints, before God our Fa-
ther.

I am under the strongest impres-
sion that the most valuable consider-
ation, and that which will be of the

most service when we return to the
spirit world, will be that of having es-
tablished a proper and well-defined char-
acter as faithful and consistent Latter-
day Saints in this state of probation. In
cases where a stranger applies for em-
ployment, or an office of trust, it is often
required that he produce papers attest-
ing his worthiness, from reliable parties,
letters of recommendation and of intro-
duction which are exceedingly useful in
their way, assisting in obtaining favors
and privileges which otherwise would be



