THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHARACTER, ETC.

the eye of God is upon us and that our
every act and the motives that prompt it
must be accounted for; and we must be
constantly en rapport with the Spirit of
the Lord. We should strive earnestly to
establish the principles of heaven within
us rather than trouble ourselves in fos-
tering anxieties like the foolish people
of the Tower of Babel, to reach its lo-
cation before we are properly and law-
fully prepared to become its inhabitants.
Its advantages and blessings, in a mea-
sure, can be obtained in this probation-
ary state by learning to live in confor-
mity with its laws and the practice of
its principles. To do this, there must be
a feeling and determination to do God's
will.

There are many things that I admire
in the character of the prophets, and es-
pecially in that of Moses. I admire his
determination to carry out the word and
will of God with regard to Israel, and
his readiness to do everything that was
in the power of man, assisted by the
Almighty; and above all I admire his in-
tegrity and fidelity to the Lord. There
is something very beautiful and lovely
to contemplate in the character of the
children of Rechab of whom I have read:
there is something that ought to com-
mand the admiration of all men, and in-
deed, God himself admired it and rec-
ognized it in the great promise that he
made their father as a recognition of
this remarkable virtue exhibited in their
character, namely, "Jonadab the son of
Rechab shall not want a man to stand
before me forever." How comforting and
consoling, what a feeling of gratification
and joy to the heart of a parent to re-
ceive such a promise from the Lord, be-
cause of the obedience of his children in
strictly adhering to this counsel; his pos-
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terity forever should be represented
among those who should stand before
the Lord. And God admires the men
and women today who pursue a course
of rectitude and who, notwithstanding
the powers of Satan that are arrayed
against them, can say, Get thee behind
me Satan, and who live a righteous, a
godly life, and such people have influ-
ence with God and their prayers avail
much. Moses, for instance, had such
power with the Almighty as to change
his purposes on a certain occasion. It will
be remembered that the Lord became
angry with the Israelites, and declared
to Moses that he would destroy them,
and he would take Moses and make of
him a great people, and would bestow
upon him and his posterity what he had
promised to Israel. But this great leader
and lawgiver, faithful to his trust, stood
in the gap and there plead with the Lord
on behalf of his people; by the power that
he could exercise and did exercise, he
was the means of saving the people from
threatened destruction. How noble and
glorious Moses must have appeared in
the eyes of the Lord, and what a source of
satisfaction it must have been to him to
know that his chosen people, in their ob-
stinate and ignorant condition, had such
a man at their head.

In Jonah again we find an inter-
esting trait of character. When upon
the raging waters, and fears were ex-
pressed by the sailors as to their abil-
ity to save the ship, Jonah, feeling
conscience-stricken at the course he had
taken in not proceeding to Nineveh as
commanded of the Lord, came forward
and confessed himself as being the cause
of the disaster that was about to be-
fall them, and was willing to be sacri-
ficed in the interest of those on board.



