THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHARACTER, ETC.

of healing, and might have great faith;
but they do not exercise the gift, they
do not live for it, and, therefore, do not
have the power to use it so effectually
as they might. There are men in this
Church who are as good in their hearts
and feelings as men ever were, but lack
faith and energy, and do not obtain re-
ally what it is their privilege to receive.
If their faith, their energy and determi-
nation were equal to their good feelings
and desires, their honesty and goodness,
they would indeed be mighty men in Is-
rael; and sickness and disease and the
power of the evil one would flee before
them as chaff before the wind. Yet, we
say we are a good people and that we
are not only holding our own but making
great advances in righteousness before
God; and no doubt, we are. But I wish
to impress upon you, my brethren and
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sisters that there are Elders among us
endowed with Spiritual gifts that may be
brought into exercise through the aid of
the Holy Ghost. The gifts of the Gospel
must be cultivated by diligence and per-
severance. The ancient Prophets when
desiring some peculiar blessing, or im-
portant knowledge, revelation or vision,
would sometimes fast and pray for days
and even weeks for that purpose.

As Saints of God, Elders of Israel,
we should be willing to devote time and
labor, making every necessary sacrifice
in order to obtain the proper spiritual
qualifications to be highly useful in our
several callings. And may the Lord in-
spire every heart with the importance
of these matters that we may seek dili-
gently and energetically for the gifts and
powers promised in the Gospel we have
obeyed.



