THE MISSION OF THE HOLY GHOST, ETC. 201

scenes were enacted that were so immoral
in their tendency that the general of the
Mexican army issued orders prohibiting of-
ficers and men of the army from attending
them. And yet, at the termination of the
thirty days’ dissipation, religious sincer-
ity caused those poor, ignorant people to
feel free from sin after confessing to their
priests and receiving absolution for all their
abominations and securing a great black
mark in the form of a cross in their fore-
heads. Now, while these things, and many
others which I have no time to mention,
appeared very repugnant, immoral and de-
basing in their practice and tendency, yet I
respected those people in their religious be-
lief, customs and ceremonies as I desire to
respect the people of other creeds so long
as they do not infringe upon the rights and
liberties of others. For God intends that
all should be absolutely free in such mat-
ters. When Adam and Eve were placed in
the Garden, the doctrine of free agency
was fully established and endorsed by the
Creator, for He there gave a conditional
commandment, obedience to which was to
perpetuate life, disobedience was to bring
death, but the choice was left with the man
and woman, and from that day to this he
has intended that man should act upon his
own agency; that he should be permitted
to receive the truth, choosing the path that
leads back to the presence of God and the
knowledge that comes from above; or, on
the other hand, to reject it, following in the
path which leads to ruin and destruction.
In this great American government a
man should be free to worship the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost; he should

be equally free to worship a mountain, a
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stream, the sun, moon, or anything or not
to worship at all; so long as his practice and
belief do not interfere with the inalienable
rights guaranteed to man, so long should
he be free.

From the time when God gave to
man and woman their free agency in the
Garden of Eden, making the law and de-
fining the penalty for breaking that law,
I can find nothing in the revelations that
would bind or fetter the soul or the body
of the children of men. There was, how-
ever, one unconditional command; it was
given in the generation of the heavens,
when God created man and woman in His
own image; and that command still rests
upon the fishes of the sea, upon the fowls
of the air, upon the beasts of the field,
and all beating throbbing nature naturally
obeys the edict, “multiply and replenish
the earth.” This great unconditional, un-
repealed law is still in force. The Roman
Catholic church, as it has done heretofore,
may issue edicts binding certain members
of that church to celibacy, making the
union of man and woman obnoxious, but
that great command is nevertheless still
binding. The Roman church and our own
Government, in their blind efforts to de-
feat the purposes of God, may continue
to forbid marriage, and thus fulfill ancient
prophecy, but their efforts should not sur-
prise us. Is there anything occurring in the
midst of the Nation today that we have not
anticipated? I have recently returned from
the east, and I rejoice exceedingly in what
I saw manifested there. Does God hold the
members of Congress responsible for their
acts as he does the Elders of this Church?
No. They will be judged by the light they
have and no more. They are, many of
them, educated, and are men of influence,
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