THE MISSION OF THE HOLY GHOST, ETC.

to God and His laws, and a love for
His kingdom and people. For these I
have patiently, and almost uncomplain-
ingly, endured the scorn and ridicule of
many people in various countries. This
I could never have endured, being nat-
urally proud and perhaps oversensitive,
had it not been for the comforting influ-
ence which accompanies a knowledge of
truths revealed in our day.

During twenty-five years of experi-
ence in the Church, having been more or
less in the missionary field since I was
fifteen years of age, I have met thou-
sands of people in Europe and Amer-
ica who thought of "Mormonism" and
the "Mormons" only with contempt, be-
lieving the system to be a fraud they
thought of its advocates as wicked de-
ceivers. Under other circumstances I
have been thrown into contact with men
and women who, while appearing chaste
and fair without, were foul and corrupt
within, but who nevertheless, would act
as though the touch of a "Mormon" El-
der was pollution. Hundreds of times
I have been forced to notice the reluc-
tance of men, themselves not averse to
the destruction of chastity, to publicly
appear in the company of Elders, whom
I knew, would suffer their right hands to
be burned from their bodies rather than
look upon a woman with lust, much less
seek to destroy virtue, or defile them-
selves with the unclean.

Whatever the world may think or
say to the contrary, the Elders of this
Church are the purest men on earth, and
there are abundance of facts with which
to substantiate the assertion. They
are not all, perhaps, what they should
be, but take them as a whole—consider
their works, their sacrifices, trials and
temptations, and in that virtue that
comes of chaste thoughts, words and
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actions, they have no rivals in this world,;
for, as married men, they are true at
home and abroad to their marital vows;
as single men they are equally true to
God and their covenants. With men of
the world these things may be of but lit-
tle moment, with us they are of vital im-
portance, for upon the basis of sexual pu-
rity shall be perpetuated that which is
noble, good and lovely.

The love of wealth, a desire for lux-
ury, or an ambition for fame may move
the world, and stir men to ceaseless ac-
tivity; but for us and our children there
is more happiness, peace and salvation
in the quietness and purity of our simple
homes, than can be found anywhere else.

In some of the Eastern States, espe-
cially in the larger cities, the evidences
of increasing prosperity appear numer-
ous. Trade and commerce, pushed by
enterprise and capital, are accumulating
wealth in the hands of the far-seeing and
shrewd very rapidly, and the luxurious
habits manifested in the erection and
decoration of magnificent, palatial resi-
dences, is only equaled by the rich per-
sonal ornaments of their owners. To ex-
cel in these things the highest ambition
of the worldly is excited to the utmost
extent, and intelligent men and women
too often sacrifice truth and honor in the
mad strife for gain. Wealth, or the love
of it, is fast becoming the God of the
Christian world. To what extent their
idolatrous worship produces happiness I
am not aware, but am personally sat-
isfied to cast my lot with the poor, de-
spised people of Utah; who, having less
of the things of this world, have more
of the imperishable things of God. Pos-
sessing the keys of inspiration, we are
able to draw upon the only true source
of happiness, and our path, if we are



