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faithful, will grow brighter and brighter,

until the perfect day. Were we able to

convince the rulers of nations of this fact,

they would, I have no doubt, willingly

forego all earthly hopes of worldly fame

and the honors of men, and meekly re-

ceive that which has been so freely given

to us. If God were to open the eyes

of the Queen of England and the Pres-

ident of the United States, as He has

opened our eyes, I think they would re-

joice as we have rejoiced, with a bound-

less gladness. But they, like millions of

others, having never been born of wa-

ter, cannot even see, much less enter the

kingdom of heaven. Could they do so

and receive the manifestations and reve-

lations, the companionship and instruc-

tions of the Holy Ghost, they would will-

ingly exchange the honors and emolu-

ments of their offices, for the persecution

and slander to which all who live godly

in Christ Jesus are subject.

They have their mission and work to

perform; we have ours. We would gladly

confer upon them and others a knowl-

edge of that which we have received from

God, if we could, but we cannot. The

wealth of this world can neither pur-

chase such knowledge, nor can the influ-

ence of the mighty and great ever become

potent enough to secure it for themselves

and convey it to others, except upon the

simple conditions prescribed by the Mas-

ter and to which we have yielded a will-

ing obedience.

As this people have been obedient to

God, so have they been loyal to the gov-

ernment. I desire to ask those compos-

ing this vast congregation, if you are

a disloyal people you are frequently ac-

cused of being so. Do you not regard the

Constitution of our nation with respect

and veneration? Have you not taught

your children that the Declaration of In-

dependence is the highest bill of rights

which man has ever bequeathed to man?

Have you not held up to them for emu-

lation the character of the father of his

country, the great George Washington?

When recently gazing upon his monu-

ment in Washington, D.C. which has

been so many years in building, I asked

myself the question: Is all this mass of

polished marble being accumulated and

put together with such accurate nicety

and at such vast expense because George

Washington was willing to float with the

current of public opinion, right or wrong,

or is it because he had those noble senti-

ments which beat and throb in generous

hearts for freedom? He, while possessing

many ideas of the English aristocratic

school, was no weather-cock to be turned

by the passing breeze. How few men

in the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives of the United States, appear to

have been close students of history. Had

they been such they would have seen

in the characters of Washington, Jeffer-

son, and the Adams's something far dif-

ferent from that possessed by the aver-

age statesmen of our day. Close students

of history should be able to sense the

fact, that in emergencieswhen the waves

of popular feeling run high, great men

whose hearts beat for liberty and free-

dom come to the front but they do not

float with the tide, nor are they swerved

by prejudice or biased by public opinion.

Public opinion followed Jesus

Christ into the garden of Gethse-

mane when, alone and unwatched by

His Apostles, He prayed to the Fa-

ther for strength to endure suffer-

ing which caused drops of blood to

ooze from every pore of his agonized


