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enness; and that the people call

upon God in prayer in their various

households—the father and mother and

children, and that all perform their var-

ious duties and do right. I look upon it

that the Teachers and the Priests occupy

a very important position in the Church

and kingdom of God; and that if they

perform their duty aright, there will be

no hard speaking; there will be no hard

feelings, no bitterness or wrath; there

will be no fraud, no lasciviousness of any

kind, no drunkenness, nor will there be

any bitter or improper feelings of any

kind; for it is their right and privilege

to look after these things, and not only

their right and privilege but their duty;

and if they do not fulfill this, they are not

magnifying their calling and Priesthood.

But if they are and people are disposed

to listen to them, then everything will

be right in regard to this matter. And

if there are those who are not disposed

to listen to them and to do right, then

it becomes the duty of the Teachers, af-

ter pleading with them and doing the

best they can, to report them to their

Bishop; and then it devolves upon him

to do his part, not in anger or animosity

or in the spirit of vindictiveness, but as

a savior, and the Teacher and the Priest

ought to act in the same way. And while

God has organized His Church upon the

earth after the plan that exists in the

heavens, it is for the various officers in

the Church to fulfill the duties devolving

upon them, acting in all kindness, long-

suffering and mercy before the Lord,

yet with justice and judgment, that the

law of God may be honored, that the

principles of righteousness may be ex-

alted, that the workers of iniquity may

be ashamed, that the meek may increase

their joy in the Lord, and the poor among

men may rejoice in the Holy One of Is-

rael; that righteousness and truth may

prevail among the people of God; and we

may act not in name only, but in reality

as the Saints of God, without rebuke in

the midst of a crooked and perverse gen-

eration.

If any persons then should feel that

they are aggrieved by the acts of the

Teacher or the Bishop; if they should

think that they have been unnecessar-

ily harshly dealt with, they have the

right of appeal to the High Council—

High Priests selected from among the

people and set apart because of their fi-

delity, their integrity, their honor and

their justice—at least these are the kind

of qualifications necessary to fill this

calling. And if upon an appeal to the

High Council on any of these matters

(of course including drunkenness), they

find there has been unnecessary harsh-

ness, it would be for them to remedy the

evil, to see that justice is done and that

no man is oppressed; on the contrary

that all have their rights, freedom, lib-

erty and equal justice in righteousness

without fear or favor.

When things are attended to in this

way they move along all right. If pro-

fessed Saints will not obey the law of

God, but violate the commands of the

Almighty, they are not fit to be the ser-

vants and handmaids of the Lord. We

are told that they must be dealt with ac-

cording to rules laid down in the law of

God, by the proper persons that He has

placed in His Church for that purpose.

I heard a man not long ago say that

in the place he lived he had seen a

great many people drunk; it was one of

those places abounding with saloons in

which they could get beastly drunk; and

that some of those who thus indulged

were Elders, High Priests, etc. The man


