
himself was a High Priest. If I had seen 
such men I should have gone to them and 
told them what course to pursue to stop 
those infamies. Every Elder in Israel ought 
to be on the watchtower as watchmen 
upon the walls of Zion. Where iniquity 
prevails or evil of any kind, it is for them 
to do what they can to stem the current of 
evil and to lift up and exalt the people that 
they may comprehend correct principles, 
live their religion and be prepared to re-
ceive the blessings of Jehovah. When I was 
quite a boy—I was not a Mormon then, 
but I had principles of humanity neverthe-
less—there was an old gentleman whom I 
respected, he was a good man, a praying 
man—he had a wife who did not want to 
pray, and who interfered with his devo-
tions; she was uneasy and turbulent, and a 
kind of thorn in his flesh. Under these tri-
als he got along very well, but it used to 
drive him to the Lord. After a while she 
died and he married again; this time to a 
very amiable lady; his wife was so pleas-
ant and agreeable that the change in his 
circumstances was very great. Being thus 
comfortably situated he became remiss 
in some of his religious duties, and com-
menced by giving way to the temptation 
of liquor. Seeing the course he was tak-
ing I went to him. I felt a little bashful 
on account of my youth at the time, but 
because of long friendship and out of re-
spect for his many good qualities, I felt 
it a duty to bring these delinquencies to 
his notice; I told him that I had seen him 
drunk a few days previously, and that 
it had hurt me very much to see him in 
such a state, as his course had always been 
exemplary and he was a man whom I re-
spected very highly. He appreciated my 
good feelings, saying that he felt disgraced

and promised to mend his ways. Now that 
was not “Mormonism,” but it was a correct 
feeling. Cannot we, as Latter-day Saints, 
do as much good as those who are not 
Latter-day Saints? Cannot we go after our 
brethren and sisters when they do wrong, 
with love and affection, and lead them in 
the paths of life? But then, if they will not 
do it after much persuasion, it becomes 
our duty to deal with them as the law of 
God directs; but in doing this we ought 
to be full of love and kindness one toward 
another, and not be harsh, acrimonious or 
desirous to place them in a wrong; such 
feelings do not become Latter-day Saints. 
We ought to cherish feelings of kindness 
and love and long-suffering; but we do not 
want our charity to cover too many sins. 
Everybody is at liberty to do this, whoev-
er he may be, it being our privilege to do 
good, to try to redeem and exalt our fel-
low men, and to act as saviors upon Mount 
Zion. But when people will not do right, 
are we to foster the wrong? No, God for-
bid. We talk sometimes about the celestial 
glory, the terrestrial glory and the telestial 
glory, do you think that a man will get the 
celestial glory if he does not abide the law 
of the celestial kingdom? You Latter-day 
Saints know better. Well, then, if men are 
disposed to do wrong, to violate the com-
mandments of God and yield to evils of 
various kinds, is a Bishop authorized, or is 
the High Council authorized to cover up 
those sins and allow them to go on? I tell 
you No, they are not. And if the Priest and 
the Teacher do not do their duty, it is for 
the Bishop to look after them to see that 
they do their duty. And if the Bishop does 
not do his duty in this respect, it becomes 
the duty of the President of the Stake to  
do it, to see that righteousness prevails,
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