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anxious to be too smart, to manage and

manipulate and to put things right; but

pray for those that God has placed in the

different offices of this Church that they

may be enabled to perform their several

duties. The Lord will sustain His ser-

vants and give them His Holy Spirit and

the light of revelation, if they seek Him

in the way that he has appointed, and He

will lead them and lead you in the right

path. This is the order of the kingdom

of God, as I understand it, and not the

other. And it is for us to learn that order

and be obedient to it. And thus by obedi-

ence to the law of the Priesthood, drunk-

enness and all other immoralities can be

rooted out and overcome.

The work of God is growing and in-

creasing, and it will continue to do so un-

til the words of the prophet will be ful-

filled who said, "A little one shall become

a thousand, and a small one a strong

nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his

time," but He expects every man in his

place to magnify his calling and to honor

his God. And while there are evils of the

kind I speak of, there is a great amount

of good, of virtue, of self-abnegation, and

a great desire to do the will of God, and

carry out His purposes. And it is for ev-

ery man and every woman to do his and

her part.

The Relief Societies are doing a great

work generally throughout the land;

and the Young Men's and the Young

Women's Associations are doing a great

work; but I am sorry to say I some-

times hear of occasional acts of fornica-

tion among our young people. Our young

men go to labor on railroads and mix

up with the foul mouthed and corrupt,

and I am sorry to say, that once in a

while they copy after their ways. Fa-

thers and mothers, look after your sons.

You members of the different societies,

look after your members and try to save

the erring and lead them in the paths at

life.

There is a great zeal and a great

interest manifested in Sunday schools,

which is also very praiseworthy. It is a

good work for us to be engaged in. Con-

tinue in it. And let all perform their

parts, whether in Sunday school, in Re-

lief Societies, in Mutual Improvement

Associations or otherwise; and let all

seek to act with a single eye towards the

glory of God.

We are living in an important age.

Time is marching on, and events of great

magnitude and importance are transpir-

ing. The nation in which we live has been

moved against us. That is all right so

far as God permits it; but if we fear him

and keep his commandments as a people,

no power arrayed against us can harm

us. God will come forth to the deliver-

ance of his people, and he will save his

elect if they will only do right and obey

his laws. We can do nothing unless as-

sisted by the Almighty, neither can this

nation, only as he permits. If we do right

he has told us "the wrath of man shall

praise me, and the remainder I will re-

strain." God lives, and his eyes are over

us, and his angels are round and about

us, and they are more interested in us

than we are in ourselves, ten thousand

times, but we do not know it. We be-

come self-willed and captious, and lack

in a great many instances that liberality,

kindness and charity that ought to dwell

in the bosoms of the Saints of God. The

Lord is a great deal more interested in

his work than we are. We think a great

deal about our farms and our houses,

our wives and our children, which is all

very proper. He is thinking about the


