THE MARRIAGE QUESTION, ETC.

crying evils and sins of your large cities;
and let child murder cease, and hang those
infernal doctors who by means of their
hellish arts are destroying the life of your
offspring, and thus preventing the ful-
fillment of the first great command that
God gave to our first parents; first peti-
tion Congress to pass laws to deal with
the murderers and murderesses of the na-
tion, the adulterers and adulteresses and all
those who deal in shame, through whose
wickedness the seeds of decay and death
are transmitted to posterity. But methinks
I hear one say, if this were done, and the
laws were enforced, the large majority of
the nation would be convicted. And it re-
minds me of a remark made recently by a
gentleman in Congress. It was proposed
that the bill, now being urged in Congress
against polygamy, be so amended as to in-
clude adultery; the gentleman to whom the
proposition was made was at first inclined
to endorse the amendment, but on reflec-
tion, he turned to his friend and said, if
that be done it would leave us without a
quorum in the House. No, my friends, it is
not adultery they wish to punish; it is not
whoredom they wish to punish; it is not
the cause of public or private virtue they
champion; it is merely the hue and cry of
the bigotry of our time against a people
who are aiming at a higher morality than
now exists, who are aiming to do away
with and effectually destroy out of their
midst the evil that is sapping the strength
and vitality of our nation—a community
that does not seek to shun the responsibil-
ity and the cares and labors and expense
and trouble of rearing families and of ed-
ucating them and making their children
honorable men and women, husbands
and wives, fathers and mothers, citizens
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of the state and defenders of human
liberty.

We are accused of being governed by
priestcraft, and priestly influence. I do not
believe there is any portion of this commu-
nity in any part of the land who are moved
by priestly influence to half the extent that
Judge Edmunds and the advocates of the
bill that he champions against us are; and
their consciences must teach them that
they are hypocrites, and that they are but
pandering to bigotry, and that their acts
are not the acts of statesmen, but the acts
of cringing politicians and demagogues.
The priesthood of the Latter-day Saints be-
longs not to the lords but the commons; to
men who have helped make the roads, to
build the bridges and to kill the snakes; to
men who have battled with the difficulties
of a new country, and who by their hardi-
hood and toil have subdued the wastes and
redeemed the desert; men who have turned
the mountain streams out of their course
on to the new and virgin soil, making the
land fruitful with fields and farms, gardens,
orchards and vineyards; men who build
houses, mills and factories, schoolhouses
and churches, and who raise families and
who take care of and educate their chil-
dren. These are the men who hold the
Priesthood, and who wield an influence
in the midst of this people; and this class
of men is properly represented in the leg-
islature now in session, and they are asked
to step down and out and let the govern-
ment of the country pass into the hands
of adventurers. Not that I would insinu-
ate that there are not a goodly number
of honorable men among us who are
engaged in legitimate business pursuits,
men who could be trusted to administer
the government affairs of the Ter-
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