
ritory if they would follow their own hearts 
and consciences, and not allow themselves 
to be bulldozed as certain members of 
Congress are by the hireling Priesthood 
of the age. We could trust the judgment 
of such men; we could trust their natural 
good sense, and their business habits; but 
there are few who can be trusted to stand 
like a towering rock in the midst of the 
raging ocean, proof against the waves and 
surges of popular prejudice that pass over 
the land. And because of this the Latter-
day Saints have been chary with regard to 
whom they exalt to power; and the few 
that have their confidence in this respect, 
are men who have never robbed or be-
trayed them. And honorable business men, 
bankers, merchants, miners, railroad men, 
etc., who have no political or religious 
standing to jeopardize are satisfied that the 
affairs of our Territory have been adminis-
tered honorably and honestly.

Tricksters and adventurers clamor for 
free schools, but how many of them and 
those whose sentiments they voice really 
want to support them? A hobby is a nice 
thing to ride, and such people have many, 
but they must be hobbies that do not cost 
much. It is rumored throughout the land 
that the children of the Latter-day Saints 
are growing up in ignorance; those who ut-
ter those statements either know nothing 
of what they say, or they willfully and de-
liberately lie. Some may think these are 
hard words; it is language admissible under 
the circumstances, and it is easy to under-
stand, plain and right to the subject, and 
I mean every word of it. The statistics of 
the country bear me out in it; and whoever  
will examine the census for the last decade 
may satisfy themselves on this point,

namely, that percentage of illiteracy in 
Utah is less than one-half of that of the 
whole United States. They say the off-
spring of plural marriage tends to idiocy 
as well as illiteracy, which, however, is fal-
lacious and clearly without foundation in 
fact. Let men of discernment and honor 
pass through our land, examine our schools 
and see the turnout of our forty thousand 
children at our Sabbath schools, and hear 
the questions put to them and their an-
swers to the same; let them attend our chil-
dren’s jubilees in our Tabernacle and look 
upon fifteen thousand faces radiant with 
youth and beauty, and hear their songs 
and other exercises, and they may at once 
satisfy themselves whether the children of 
the Latter-day Saints are either ignorant or 
idiotic. The late census shows that Utah’s 
percentage of idiocy, as well as illiteracy, 
is more than fifty percent less than that of 
the United States; it may also show that 
nowhere upon the American continent is 
there a place of the same age as Utah that 
has so many common schools in which 
are taught the common branches of an 
English education, and that too without 
a dollar’s aid from the general govern-
ment. And our numerous children are all 
well cared for; and if we cannot indulge 
in all the excesses of fashion that are com-
mon in aristocratic circles, we are content 
to know that we are doing well; we are 
content where our wives are well housed, 
well fed and well clothed with fair advan-
tages of education, self-reliant and loving 
one another. And we are satisfied that ere 
long they will be a tower of strength in the 
land, not to menace the institutions of our 
country as enemies, as foolish men and 
women insinuate; not to menace public 
morality or private virtue; but to the
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