THE MARRIAGE QUESTION, ETC.

contrary, when the nation, ripe in sin
and iniquity, led on by reckless dema-
gogues and politicians, shall applaud the
acts of the legislators and judges and
leading men in laying the axe deep in the
tree of liberty, until they shall sap the
juices that give life to our institutions,
and thus undermine the foundation of
good government, it will be sons and
daughters of polygamous Utah, that will
be found the true friends of human lib-
erty, the true friends of that heaven-born
freedom that has come to us through the
fathers of our nation. The love of lib-
erty is born in them, and human lib-
erty is a part of the everlasting gospel;
and God Almighty has decreed—and let
Judge Edmunds and Congress and all
the world hear it—that the gospel of the
kingdom is established, never more to be
thrown down or given to another peo-
ple, that its destiny is to grow and in-
crease and spread abroad until it shall
fill the whole earth, and no power in
earth or hell can stop it. "O, but,"
say they, "we are going to imprison you
polygamists and disfranchise you." Sup-
posing you do stop our voting, will that
stop our tongues? "O, but we'll imprison
you." Imprison and be damned, [Amen,
by voices in the congregation] for you will
be damned anyhow. [Laughter.] "We will
imprison your wives, too, and we will not
only stop from voting the men who have
more than one wife, and we will not only
stop the second or third, but also the first
wife from voting." And why? Because
she, like Sarah of old, gave to her hus-
band other wives. Some of the lawmak-
ers of our nation would not only imprison
Abraham were he living now, and also
his plural wives, but they would disfran-
chise and imprison Sarah, his first wife,
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because she consented to his marrying
other wives.

Well, this war is not a war of flesh
and blood. We are not going to fight it
with swords and cannons and weapons,
but by the power of truth, by the word of
God, and the eternal principles that our
fathers fought for and established upon
this American continent, and which God
has decreed shall prevail upon this land.
And blessed are they whose lives are
bent on maintaining the principles of
civil and religious liberty, for they will
reap their reward, if not in this life, in
the hereafter.

In all ages when the people of God lis-
tened to the voice and counsel of apos-
tles and prophets, they enjoyed the bless-
ings growing out of human freedom, and
the tyranny and oppression of kings and
rulers was impossible. There never was
a kingly power placed over ancient Israel
except against the remonstrance of the
prophets; and it will be remembered, es-
pecially in the case of Israel when they
openly clamored for a king to rule over
them and to lead them to battle, how
that Samuel warned them and plead
with them, foreseeing, as he did, what
the results would be. And the students
of the Book of Mormon know how the
Nephites progressed in establishing the
principles of civil and religious liberty,
and how that freedom extended through-
out their borders, and how that prosper-
ity and greatness attended their admin-
istrations under the counsels and teach-
ings of the wise and just men who lived
in their day.

Those who suppose that prisons
and penalties are going to stop the
spirit of truth in its onward march
to triumph and greatness, or the in-
fluence and power of the truths of



