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vens and the earth, the seas and the
fountains of waters; to believe in His
Son Jesus Christ, repenting of their sins,
to be baptized for the remission of the
same; and then we have promised them
the Holy Ghost. In doing this the Lord
has stood by us, sustaining those princi-
ples that we have advanced; and when
we have ministered unto men the ordi-
nances of the Gospel, they have received
for themselves the witness of the Spirit,
even the Holy Ghost, making known to
them for a surety that the principles
that they had received were from God.
And in regard to this I can say as Paul
said on a certain occasion—'"Ye are my
witnesses," for this whole congregation,
with few exceptions, know this to be true.
The Twelve and the Seventies, the High
Priests and the Elders are called upon
to visit the various nations of the earth
and see that the word and will of God
pertaining to them is carried out. For
we are all the offspring of God, and as
we are interested in the welfare of our
children, so our heavenly Father is in-
terested in the welfare of all his chil-
dren. He has sent forth the light of
his truth and the spirit of revelation to
gather together his sheep, and in this re-
spect, as it was in the days of Jesus, so
it is today. "My sheep (he said) hear my
voice; they know me and follow me, and
a stranger they will not follow, for they
know not the voice of a stranger." Un-
der the influence of this spirit and Gospel
we have been gathered together in one in
our Stake organizations, in our Ward or-
ganizations, in our Priesthood organiza-
tions, and in all those principles that God
has revealed for the guidance, protection
and instruction of the Saints, that we
may be prepared to operate and coop-
erate with God in all things in the in-
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terest of his people, in the interest of the
nations, in the interest and welfare of all
men who will listen to the words of life,
and then to do the very best with others,
as God does. That is about the position
we occupy today.

We are gathered here to the place we
denominate Zion. There have been Zions
before. Enoch had a Zion which was
translated and which is reserved till the
latter days. And we have a Zion to build
up, which we shall do with the help of
the Lord. We certainly shall accomplish
these things no matter what the ideas
and feelings of men may be in regard to
it. Zion is onward and upward, and the
Lord is directing and manipulating the
affairs of His Church.

We have our Temples to build, and we
are doing it, and I certainly have no com-
plaints to make, and I do not think that
the Lord has. I think that the Lord is
well pleased with the actions of the peo-
ple in this respect, and with their zeal in
carrying out some of these leading prin-
ciples which he has had in his mind from
the commencement of the world.

We are living in the latter times, in
the dispensation of the fullness of times
when God will gather all things in one,
whether they be things in heaven or
things on the earth. We are living in a
time when we have to operate and coop-
erate with the Almighty, and with the
Priesthood, that has existed upon the
earth before we came here for the ben-
efit, blessing and salvation of the human
family. Many of the purposes of God
have been spoken of and pre-figured,
in some instances darkly and dimly, in
others more vividly and plain, pointing
out and portraying the purposes of God
pertaining to the human family; and



