THE WORK OF GOD, ETC.

these purposes will all be fulfilled. They
will not be thwarted; God will not permit
them to be. He has his work to perform
and he is interested in the welfare of his
Israel, and in the accomplishment of those
things spoken of by all the holy prophets
since the world was; and he will carry out
his own purposes in his own way and time
as he sees best.

Now, what are we doing? We are send-
ing the Elders abroad and they have been
and are still going; the Twelve and the
Presidents of Seventies are selecting and
calling upon them and they are going to the
different nations, and I am pleased to see
the spirit generally manifested; I think that
the brethren begin to comprehend the na-
ture of their missions and calling from the
fact that there are very few excuses made
nowadays. The tenor of the letters that I re-
ceive now in answer to those sent to breth-
ren calling them to perform a mission, is
something like this: “I have received your
letter and am grateful to be considered wor-
thy to be called. I will be ready at the time
appointed.” When men comprehend their
position they feel it an honor to be engaged
in building up the kingdom of God and of
being heralds of salvation to the nations of
the earth.

When we build our Temples, what
then? The brethren of the Twelve have
been calling some men and women to go
and labor in them. The old men whose
heads are whitened with the passage of
time are not without zeal, but they have
not the strength to cope with the hardships
attending a foreign mission; and therefore
some of them will be called to minister in
Temples. I should esteem it a very great
privilege, if my time were not engaged

JOD Vol 23-LIVE.indd 237

237

in other things, to be engaged in such a la-
bor, because there is a spirit and influence
about that kind of work that is happifying,
producing peace and joy, and tending to
enlarge the mind of those that are engaged
in ministering for others as Saviors on
Mount Zion, whilst the kingdom is to be
the Lord’s. We feel in our hearts a desire to
bless and benefit mankind, and to present
the Gospel to all to whom the Lord gives
us the power. That is one work that we
have to perform. Another is, the building
of Temples. Another is, the rearing of our
children in the principles of righteousness.
And in doing this do we need the assis-
tance of outsiders? I think not. When our
Elders go abroad, they are sent to teach
not to be taught; and if they should need
teaching the ministers of Christendom
could not teach them for they are not
competent to do so. That reminds me of
a statement that I heard in which a pious
minister figures conspicuously. It was this:
He stated, and his statement was published
widely throughout the United States, in
the religious journals, that whilst preach-
ing to some of you Sanpete people; he held
the Bible in one hand and was obliged to
hold a pistol in the other. Where is this
said to have occurred? (Pres. Peterson an-
swered, “In this house over here,” pointing
to the old meetinghouse.) But then he was
a pious man, and other pious men pub-
lished it, and it was copied in all the pious
newspapers and published as truth; and
probably many pious men made it the
text for their Sunday sermon. What a
fortunate thing you did not hurt him.
(Laughter.) Now, do we want our children
taught by such people? I think not. We

want something of truth; we want some-
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