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many of my brethren, and did I ever go
into England, Scotland, France, Wales,
Germany, or any other nation where I
have been, and attempt to stir up sedi-
tion and trouble, or defame the people I
was among? No, never. The Elders of
this Church have been taught differently
and they have acted in accordance with
the teachings they received. We came
to this land as religionists to serve God,
fleeing from the face of persecution; we
came here because we could not be pro-
tected in the places we left. Now that we
have come here have we practiced any-
thing that is contrary to correct princi-
ples? Not that I know of. Have we the
rights of American citizens? We most as-
suredly have. Has any person in this na-
tion any more rights than we? Not if we
have our rights given unto us. As Amer-
ican citizens we possess as many rights
and privileges as any other citizens in
these United States. What have we to
do? We do not propose to barter them
away, nor to relinquish them without a
struggle. Do you mean to get up a revo-
lution? Oh, no. We mean to contend for
all principles that belong to free Ameri-
can citizens; and while there is law, jus-
tice or equity in the land, we design
to contend for our rights inch by inch,
and we do not mean to be despoiled of
our rights without a struggle. We pro-
pose to maintain our franchise in this
boasted land of liberty. This is the posi-
tion we propose to take. If they disfran-
chise us as they did Brother Cannon; if
we have men who do not know the dif-
ference between 1,300 and 18,000 we do,
and we will contend for those principles
that God has committed to us. In reading
some of the histories pertaining to the
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dealings of God with man and the deal-
ings of the devil with him you will find
that Satan sought to rob man of his free
agency, as many of his agents are seek-
ing to do today; and for this cause Satan
was cast out of heaven. God will have a
free people, and while we have a duty to
perform to preach the Gospel, we have
another to perform, that is, to stand up
in the defense of human rights—in the
defense of our own rights, the rights of
our children, and in defense of the rights
of this nation and of all men, no mat-
ter who they may be, and God being our
helper to maintain those principles and
to lift up a standard for the honorable of
this and other nations to flock to, that
they may be free from the tyranny and
oppression that is sought to be crowded
upon them. This is a duty we have to
perform, and in the name of Israel's God
we will do it. It is a duty that our fam-
ilies demand of us; it is a duty that the
honest in this nation demand of us, and
that God demands of us; and we will try
and carry it out, God being our helper.
And if other people can afford to tram-
ple under foot the sacred institutions of
this country, we cannot. And if other peo-
ple trample upon the Constitution and
pull it to pieces, we will gather together
the pieces and rally around the old flag,
or what is left of it, and proclaim lib-
erty to the world, as Joseph Smith said
we would. Is that treason? I do not
know; no matter, it is true. Are we go-
ing to hurt anybody? No. If they were
hungry I would feed them; if they were
naked I would clothe them, and learn to
do good for evil as Jesus did. But I would
say, "O my soul, come not thou into their
secret, unto their assembly, mine honor
be not thou united." Do them good?



