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of God to man—what mighty struggles
those have been! They know, furthermore,
that there never has been in all past history
any marked strides made in the growth
and progress of men’s intellectual and
moral nature, but that growth has been
attended with a series, I will not say un-
interrupted, but with a series of persistent
oppositions, a series of impeding obstacles
thrown in the way, and the most intense
hate has been manifested by the maintain-
ers or supporters of orthodox systems of
popular creeds and time-honored institu-
tions. We can look back through the ages
that have gone by, we can take a retrospec-
tive glance into the ages that have rolled
into eternity, and there see the things that
have marked distinctively those ages, and
which are the landmarks of human history,
and there we can discover, my brethren,
sisters and friends, the effects to which
I am now alluding, that there never has
been any great improvement made, nor
marked advancement effected, no growth
attained, but it has met with opposition,
which has been the child of ignorance and
of superstition, and has been succored by
that spirit and power which we denomi-
nate, in the language of the Scripture,
the spirit and power of evil, the power of
the devil. Today Christianity is accepted
professedly, by every enlightened nation
on the face of this globe. There is not a
nation speaking the spoken languages of
the world but what recognizes the car-
dinal principles of the Christian religion
as possessing vitality and power that has
emanated from a source divine, and that
which is best adapted to the amelioration
of the condition of our common human-
ity. When we compare, when we draw lines
of comparison between those grand and
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immutable principles that possess within
themselves a potency, and that carry in
their very nature the sanctity and purity of
the source from whence they have come,
bearing upon themselves the seal of divini-
ty, and remembering the opposition which
those principles met with by the learned
doctors of the law, by the expounders of
the writings of Moses and the Prophets,
by those who were living in expectancy
of the fulfillment of the prophecies con-
cerning the coming of the Messiah, in the
coming of Shiloh, and then to discover, as
the ages and centuries have gone by, the
growth and strength that these fundamen-
tal doctrines have acquired; and although
generations have come and generations
have gone, melted away and become ab-
sorbed as the dew before the morning sun,
yet the result of the labors of these gen-
erations have been witnessed in their ac-
cumulating forces, in their beneficent and
redeeming influences almost impercepti-
bly advancing over the minds and seating
themselves in the hearts and affections of
the good and the great that have lived in
every age, where those principles have been
proclaimed in the ears of man. When we
reflect upon these things and then take
a careful review of what it has cost in life
and its energies, the potency of its powers
that have been employed and apparently
consumed, the places thereof being sup-
plied by new stores unfolded in the rising
generations, from generation to genera-
tion, until, towering up high and percep-
tibly above the dogmas and traditions of
the heathen world, those downtrodden
principles, those doctrines that have been
everywhere spoken against, have been
accepted, professedly, by the Christian
world as the Balm of Gilead, as the power

5/19/20 7:02 PM



