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pander to their power, who will cringe

before the influence of wealth, who will

bow down at the shrine of the almighty

dollar, and who dare not let Jesus and

his Apostles lift up their voices and pro-

claim against the crying evils of the land.

As Latter-day Saints we are teaching the

same principles, the same doctrines; and

I need not say here, that there are no

Christian ministers today that attempt

from their pulpits to take up the sub-

ject of our religion, to take up any of the

leading doctrines and principles of our

faith, and with the word of God in their

hand and with sound reason brought to

bear upon the doctrines taught by the

Latter-day Saints and by those taught

in ancient times, to show that our doc-

trines are anti-scriptural, that they are

unbiblical; but they will say that they

are unchristian, that it is not in accord

with the popular sympathies and pop-

ular sentiments of the times; that it is

not in accord with men's ideas of moral-

ity, of respectability and of cultivation.

Yet show me where there are any doc-

trines or principles taught by the Latter-

day Saints that are not in the strictest

accord, in the most perfect harmony, in

the closest union with the teachings and

doctrines taught centuries ago? There

are not any to be found; and yet we hear

the cry of immorality; we hear the cry

of barbarism, of infidelity, of names that

I hardly like to repeat, applied to the

Latter-day Saints just as they were ap-

plied to Jesus and the Apostles, 1,800

years ago.

My friends, if the popular prej-

udices of the first or second cen-

tury of the Christian era had con-

tinued to be the dominant influence

of the world and had suppressed

the promulgation of the principles of

Christianity and the maintenance of

their claim upon men and women, where

would your boasted Christianity be to-

day? Where would your enlighten-

ment be today if the revelations of Je-

sus Christ had been swept out of exis-

tence, if the world had been deprived

of them entirely, what would be our

state at the present time? It is true

we have had a long reign of apostasy;

it is true that from 1,400 to 1,500 years

have passed away without any sem-

blance of the Church of Christ upon the

earth. We have had apostate churches,

we have had churches built up accord-

ing to the doctrines of men; we have had

sects and parties multiplied by the hun-

dreds; but we have never had a Chris-

tian Church. When the Church of Christ

of Former-day Saints, with its Prophets,

Apostles, and inspired men; with its

miracles, gifts and powers disappeared

from the earth, and the great "Mother

of Harlots" that sitteth upon many wa-

ters, established a church, and she be-

gat children in her own likeness, until

the whole world has been filled, com-

paratively speaking, with the effects of

the degraded system that has grown out

of an apostate Christianity—I say, that

from the time the Church of Christ dis-

appeared from the earth until it was re-

stored and built upon the foundation of

living Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists,

and the living powers of the Holy Ghost,

there was no Christian church upon the

earth. And this has all taken place, not

for the purpose of giving any class of men

an opportunity of lifting themselves up

in the pride and vanity of their hearts,

because they have become instruments

in the hands of God in bringing to pass

the restoration of those things which

were predicted by the ancient Prophets,

and were to be fulfilled in the last days,


