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but it has been brought to pass in the ful-
fillment of measured prophecy, of explicit
and well-defined terms of revelation with
no ambiguity or uncertainty about them;
the terms are as explicit, the conditions
are as comprehensive, as clear and as
conspicuous as the terms of any contract
that was ever made between any two in-
telligent beings.

I must, however, bring my remarks
to a close. I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity of announcing my feelings; of an-
nouncing our views as a people with re-
gard to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We
offer to the world the same Gospel that
was proclaimed anciently—faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ; repentance of sin;
baptism for the remission of sins, and
the laying on of hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost. And how is it
that we meet with opposition? We have
the same opposition that the enemies of
Christianity waged against the Former-
day Saints. Some people are finding fault
with the treatment that we are receiving
today at the hands of our government. I
think many of us are laboring under a
mistake. Some people are astonished at
the partiality that is manifested in the
law, and in the conditions in which the
law is to be applied to one class of the
citizens of this Territory and not against
another. We are laboring under a mis-
take. The government is not seeking to
legislate against immorality; and if we
think they are doing so we are deceiving
ourselves. I consider myself that there is
more consistency to be accorded to those
who are administrators of the laws of
our nation and the makers of those laws
than some of us are inclined to credit
them with; but if we expect that the re-
cent law which has been enacted to apply
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to the people of Utah—to "polygamists
and bigamists"—is intended to suppress
the social evil, it is a mistake; it is not to
touch anything outside "the marriage re-
lation;" there is no infringement on the
liberties of abandoned people; they can
do as they please. The object of the law
is to restrict marriage; is to restrict the
legitimate and divine associations of the
sexes; and if we suppose that it is in-
tended for anything else we are laboring
under a mistake. Let us be consistent,
my friends, and wait. If our government
wishes to deal with this question first, it
has the right to do so; if it wishes to do
it, it has the right to do it in the sense
that the age regards might greater than
right; but we are in the hands of the All-
wise and Supreme Ruler of the universe.
We are in the hands of Him who setteth
up kings and who dethroneth kings; who
buildeth up empires and casteth down
thrones at His will and pleasure. We are
willing to abide the issue. It is God and
the rulers of our land for it. We cannot
measure arms with them only with our
principles, but they will not fight us on
that ground; they slink back out of sight,
they will not touch us with the divine
records in their hands; they dare not
come to the front and challenge a com-
parison of the principles of Christianity
with the record upon which they profess
to found their faith. Excuse the freedom
I have taken to express these thoughts;
but I am a little astonished at the ap-
parent inconsistency manifest in the leg-
islative discriminations enacted against
the Latter-day Saints, and would say, Oh
consistency, thou art a jewel rarely to be
found.

May God sustain this people; may
He fill their hearts with faith and



