THE MIGHTY MISSION OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

plishment. They were in a state of bond-
age and vassalage. God raised them up a
Moses, revealed His will to him, set him
apart for this mission, told him what to
do, and after some little difficulties arising
from human weaknesses were removed,
Moses was accepted, and the Lord be-
came his instructor, and pointed out in all
instances the course that he should pur-
sue, and in what manner the children of
Israel were to be delivered, and He, the
Holy One of Israel, gave them His law and
ordinances, and revealed unto them His
will, and stood by and sustained, guided
and directed them. This salvation did not
come from the people, it did not originate
with them, they owed it all to God, the
source of all truth, all light, all intelligence,
all power and blessings. The time at length
arrived that the Son of God was to come.
Neither the Scribes and Pharisees, the
High Priests and Sadducees, nor any of the
sects and parties of the day comprehended
the things that were about to transpire, and
had nothing to do with bringing them to
pass. His advent was announced to His
mother by an angel, and His birth was
heralded to shepherds by an angelic host,
and the wise men of the East were led by
his star to Bethlehem of Judea, where they
found the infant Savior, whom they recog-
nized as the Messiah, and to whom they
brought presents of gold, frankincense and
myrrh; and whom they worshipped.

It is said in speaking of the Son of God,
that he did not come to do His own will, nor
to carry out His own purposes, nor to fulfill
any particular plan of his own, but he came
to do the will of his Father who sent him.
Jesus in selecting his disciples, took one man
here and another there—a tax gatherer, a
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fisherman, and others who it was thought
were the most unlikely of any men to carry
out the purposes of God. He left the great
men out of the question, that is the High
Priests and the popular and pious of all
classes, and he selected his own laborers to
perform his own work; and he subsequent-
ly told them, You have not chosen me, but
I have chosen you and set you apart unto
this mission. When a message had to be
proclaimed to the world in these last days
the agents were chosen on the same prin-
ciple. There was any amount of teachers of
divinity, any amount of professors of the-
ology, any amount of reverend, and right
reverend fathers and all classes of religious
men and religious teachers; but God did
not recognize them. He chose a young un-
educated man and inspired him with the
spirit of revelation, and placed upon him
a mission and required him to perform it;
and he was obedient to that requirement.
I speak of this to show that we none of
us had anything to do with the introduc-
tion of this work, but that, as in all other
dispensations in the various ages of the
world, God was the originator of every-
thing that tended to develop a knowledge
of Himself and of his plans and purposes;
to unfold the past, to develop the present,
and to make manifest the future.

To whom are we indebted for this book,
called the Bible. We are told that holy men
of old spake as they were moved upon by
the Holy Ghost. And from whence did
they receive that Holy Ghost? Not of man,
nor by man, but by the revelations of God,
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We sometimes feel to exalt ourselves a
little in the position that we occupy
pertaining to the Priesthood, pertaining
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