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to our organization, and pertaining to or-
dinances, etc. What have we to glory in?
Nothing. None of us knew anything un-
til it was revealed. None of us could com-
prehend any of these principles only as
they have been made manifest. But by
obedience to the Gospel we have received
the Holy Ghost, and that Spirit takes of
the things of God, and shows them to us.
We have received this and hence have
been baptized into one baptism, and all
partaken of the selfsame Spirit, as Paul
expressed it, "dividing to every man sev-
erally as he will." The question arises,
What is the object of this? It is that
the world should be visited from time to
time and communications made to the
human family. Because light cleaves to
light, truth cleaves to truth, intelligence
cleaves to intelligence; and as we are
all made in the image of God, and as
God is the God and Father of the spir-
its of all flesh, it is His right, it is His
prerogative to communicate with the hu-
man family. We are told that there is a
spirit in man and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth it understanding. God
having made the earth, made the people
to inhabit it, and made all things that ex-
ist therein, has a right to dictate, has a
right to make known His will, has a right
to communicate with whom he will and
control matters as he sees proper: it be-
longs to him by right; and he has seen
proper in these last days to restore His
Gospel to the earth, and, as I said before,
intelligence cleaves to intelligence. We
read in the Scriptures concerning man
being a son of God. We read in the Scrip-
tures about men becoming the adopted
sons of God through obedience to the
Gospel. Hence it is said: "Now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
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what we shall be; but we know that when
he shall appear, we shall be like him,;
for we shall see him as he is." By what
means? Through the atonement of Jesus
Christ and by the medium of the Gospel,
which has been introduced in different
ages for that purpose. God having felt
disposed to reveal the Gospel in these
last days, has given the same principles
and powers, the same light, revelation
and intelligence that he did in former
ages, for the accomplishment of the same
work, and for the fulfillment of his pur-
poses relating to the human family who
are his children. Hence we occupy a very
peculiar position in relation to God, in re-
lation to the earth in which we live and
the people thereof in relation to both to
the living and to the dead.

It is proper for us to comprehend the
position that we occupy. We sometimes
arrive at curious conclusions pertaining
to the wickedness of the world, and a
variety of other things associated there-
with. And permit me to say here, that
we had no more to do with the peoples
of the world, or the placing of them in
the position they occupy, than we had
in restoring the Gospel. We find our-
selves a few people mixed up with the
world. We find too that when the word
of God is made manifest and the reve-
lations of God are developed, that many
things as they exist amongst mankind
are out of order. There is a great amount
of priestcraft, idolatry, corruption, op-
pression, tyranny, murder, bloodshed,
covetousness, licentiousness, and every
kind of iniquity that can be conceived of;
and that is more clearly made manifest
to us because the Lord has been teach-
ing us through the Prophets, and inspir-
ing us with other feelings, and given
unto us to comprehend things more



