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clearly than others do. But what have

we to do with the people of the world?

We complain sometimes that they do not

treat us exactly right. Well, they do not

in all respects, and I do not think this is

very difficult to understand. But there

is nothing new about that, God has re-

vealed unto us His law, and they do not

comprehend it, neither do they want to;

nor did the antediluvians. They were

very wicked, very corrupt and very de-

praved, very immoral and very dishon-

est; but that was a matter between them

and the Lord, and he dealt with them;

and it is his business to deal with the na-

tions of the earth at the present time and

not ours further than we are directed by

him. What is the mission that we have to

perform to this nation? It is to preach the

Gospel. That is one thing. That was the

mission given to the disciples of Jesus

in his day: Go ye into all the world and

preach the Gospel; he that believeth and

is baptized shall be saved; and he that

believeth not shall be damned. This mis-

sion is being carried out in the fact of our

sending representatives of this latter-

day work to all the civilized nations that

will receive our missionaries. But we

are not placed here to control people; we

are not placed here to use any improper

influence over the minds or consciences

of men. It is not for us to attempt to

do what Mahomet did—to say that there

was but one God, and Mahomet was his

prophet, and by force compel all others

to acknowledge it. To attempt to do that

would be to attempt to interfere with the

agency of man; and anything of that kind

is altogether foreign to the character and

spirit of our mission. We preach the

Gospel to the people, and it is for them to

receive or reject as they may choose.

We have done this to a great extent.

Many of you Elders who are before

and around me—and there are some

thousands—have been engaged preach-

ing this Gospel, but none of you ever

used coercion, none of you ever at-

tempted to force any man to obey the

message you had to declare. If you did,

you did not understand your calling. And

when you have been among the differ-

ent nations preaching this Gospel, have

you sought to interfere with their gov-

ernments or with their laws, or endeav-

ored to stir up commotion or rebellion or

trouble of any kind? No. I am at the defi-

ance of the world to prove any such state-

ment. That does not belong to our faith.

When the Elders are sent forth, they go

as servants of God with a message from

the Lord, to unfold the Scriptures, and

to bear testimony of the things that they

themselves are witnesses of; and to ad-

minister the ordinances of the Gospel

to all those who believe on their words.

This is the position that we occupy in

these matters. And what else do we do?

We gather the people together; and they

no sooner receive this Gospel than they

are anxious to gather with the people

of God. Why? Because the Scriptures

say that they would? Because the Scrip-

tures say, "gather my people, those that

have made a covenant with me by sacri-

fice?" No, but because they have obeyed

the Gospel and received the Holy Ghost,

and that Holy Ghost has instructed them

pertaining to these matters, as it in-

structed the prophets in former times

that such an event would transpire. The

people have gathered together, and you

could not keep them back if you were

to try to. They have been trying. You

know that Mr. Evarts wrote communica-


