THE MIGHTY MISSION OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

virtuous people get thirteen men empan-
elled, and the nine-tenths get but two
to represent them. But unfortunately
for these loyal and patriotic people, care-
fully prepared statistics show that this
ten percent of population supplies eighty
percent of the criminals. How is it in
other things? There is considerable said
about offices and officers. Where is there
a man appointed from among the peo-
ple to hold any office in the gift of the
national government? To use the words
of a thoughtful non-"Mormon" observer,
—though the 'Gentiles' constitute only
ten percent of the population, yet from
this small minority are taken the incum-
bents of nearly every position of influ-
ence and emolument. They have the gov-
ernor, with absolute veto power, secre-
tary, judges, marshals, prosecuting at-
torney, land register, recorder, surveyor-
general, clerks of the courts, commis-
sioners, principal post office mail con-
tractors, postal agents, revenue asses-
sors and collectors, superintendent of In-
dian affairs, Indian agencies, Indian sup-
plies, army contractors, etc.”

According to the common usages of
men, we have at least a reasonable right
to our proper proportion, but it is evident
we do not have it. And then our edu-
cational interests are interfered with by
these very men who state how ignorant
we are. For instance, the Legislature
of Utah appropriated the means of the
people to help build a university. Who
was to furnish the means? The people
of this territory. Who said they should
not do it? The Governor, and through
his action the appropriation was vetoed.
These are some of the things we have
to contend with. On the other hand,
laws are enacted inimical to the inter-
ests of this people. And then His Ex-
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cellency goes to work and appoints a set
of officers contrary to the law of the land;
goes beyond the act of Congress and ap-
points officers to fill nearly every office in
the Territory, vacant or not, as the case
may be. I am not going to enter into the
details of it, but we have generally found
that there were people in those offices;
that they had a right there, and that the
law provided that they should hold over
until their successors were elected and
qualified. I believe the law so reads; in-
deed, I am told that the law not only
reads so, but that the Governor's com-
missions to many of these officers also
reads so, and hence his present action is
violative of his own commission.

These are some of the things we have
to contend with. Do we wish to fight
the government of the United States?
No. What shall we do? Stand up for
the rights granted to us by the laws
and constitution of the United States
as American citizens. We have ex post
facto laws, religious inquisitorial laws,
we have laws which smack strongly of
bills of attainder, and we have test oaths
presented, all of which and many oth-
ers are unconstitutional and are viola-
tive of our constitutional rights. I have
the opinion of some of the best jurists
of the nation to the effect that all these
things are a violation of law, and that
men have no business to be subjected to
such infamies, nor become their own ac-
cusers. An eminent jurist speaking of
this queried how this kind of thing would
apply in Washington, where miscegena-
tion has prevailed to so great an extent.
Suppose some of those who practiced
this thing were placed under such a law,
how would it operate with them? Why
several members of Congress have said
that if the Edmunds law had been made



