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less fear rested down upon the servants

of God than at the present time. I look

at our President—I always did watch the

captain of the ship with peculiar inter-

est, when on the ocean surrounded by

icebergs, or when in the midst of great

storms, as I have been a few times, I

watched his eye and his demeanor, and

I fancied, and I think very correctly, that

I could form a good idea of our peril by

watching him. I have been in storms

when everybody on board, excepting the

Elders, expected to go down. I did the

same thing when a boy, watching the

Prophet Joseph, the few opportunities

that I had of doing so, I did the same with

President Young when he lived. In times

of threatening danger and of anxiety I

noticed the spirit that moved upon him

as well as its operations upon myself. I

do the same today with President Tay-

lor: I have watched his bearing and have

listened to his words; and I have taken

notice of his spirit, as I have also of the

brethren associated with him: "I have

witnessed but one spirit, and felt but one

feeling, and have had but one thought

impressed upon me by their demeanor;

and this spirit and the impression it

makes corresponds exactly with my own.

I feel that I am in accord with him and

with them, and while this is the case I

feel that there is no real danger for Zion;

that God our heavenly Father, is still

watching over us, and is permitting us to

pass through these trials for an express

purpose." As I have already said, the pre-

dictions of the holy Prophets could not

be fulfilled unless these things did oc-

cur. And why should we shrink from

them? Why should we feel sorry about

them? Why should we wish it otherwise?

I can truthfully say, that I never saw a

single moment from the time that I left

here to go to Washington until I returned

that I felt the least discouraged, or any-

thing approaching a feeling of despair or

gloom, or anything of the kind connected

with the work of God; although, as you

know, I was afflicted and bowed down in

sorrow because of domestic affliction; but

aside from that (and even that did not

discourage me) at no moment when in

the midst of the worst contest I ever en-

gaged in, did I have a feeling of discour-

agement or gloom. I knew very well that

all that was taking place was in accor-

dance with the plan of our God, with His

purposes and His designs. These things

must be, in order to accomplish the work

of God, in order that every man may be

judged according to his works, and in or-

der that this nation, as a nation, may

be held to a strict accountability for its

acts, or the acts of its representatives. I

have nothing, therefore, to regret about

this. My feelings I have expressed in

this stand since my return; they were ex-

pressed by the brethren that spoke upon

these subjects.

Referring to the acts of the Commis-

sioners, I am exceedingly thankful for

everything that has been done. I have

never desired to see us as a people re-

duced to the degraded level of wicked

men and wicked women; no, not for

one moment. What, my sisters who

have entered into holy covenants, in sa-

cred places, who have in their priestly

garments been administered to by the

Priests of the Most High God in the

holiest sanctuaries that are upon the

earth, for them to be placed upon the

same level with common prostitutes!

My soul revolts at the thought. And

my brethren who have in like manner

gone into holy places and taken upon


