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them sacred covenants, in the name of the
Most High God, and have had the holi-
est ordinances that God ever revealed to
man, administered unto them by that
authority which He has given—for them
to be reduced to the level of adulterers
and whoremongers! God forbid that such
should be the case. From the very moment
that I read that oath (the oath prescribed
by the Commissioners) I thanked God in
my heart for it. I would not have it other-
wise. I would not have the rules changed
in the least degree, unless, of course, our
brethren who represent the political inter-
ests of the people could by applying, have
them changed: but I did not believe they
could accomplish this, and I am thankful,
therefore, that the rules were not changed,
because they draw a sharp line of distinc-
tion between the Latter-day Saints and the
wicked. It sustains the claim that we have
made all the day long, that it is our religion
that is assailed; that it is the solemnization
of the holy marriage ordinances that the
blow is aimed at, and not the illicit com-
merce of the sexes. And I am glad too that
every man and every woman that ever
were open to the charge of having engaged
at any time in plural marriage are in the
same condition; that the rule has been so
rigidly made and so sweeping in its charac-
ter, as to include all who have lived in plu-
ral marriage. It is an honorable distinction
to belong to a class whose only offense
is that they married women, or married
men, instead of living together in viola-
tion of God’s law. If there are any who
think they did not act honorably in thus
living, let them ask forgiveness. If they
have done something they are ashamed
of they can sue for amnesty. While those
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who have done nothing that they are
ashamed of, or that the whole world
should not know of, are relieved from the
unenviable task of seeking forgiveness.

God is ordering this matter just right;
and if we should fail in any point, he will
make it up, He will supplement it by his
overruling power and wisdom. He is
watching our affairs. He knows exactly our
circumstances; and he knows exactly how
much we can bear; and when we have to
pass through deep waters he will be near
us; when we have to pass through the fire,
he will be on our right and on our left
hand. He will not forsake us in our hour
of distress and tribulation, but he will be
nearer to us then, if possible, than at any
other time in our lives. Therefore, of all
people upon the face of the earth, we have
the greatest cause to rejoice because of
these things.

I was very much struck with some
remarks—1I did not hear all of his dis-
course, having been called out to attend
to some business that could not be post-
poned—by Brother Lorenzo Snow; they
struck me with a great deal of force. I
refer to his allusion to the three Hebrew
children and the glory that followed their
submission to the will of God, and their
resistance to the decree of the pagan, the
heathen king. I believe that glory will be
added to the name of our God by our
fortitude and our endurance, and by our
maintaining the right. No great prin-
ciples, like those to which we are wed-
ded; no great work like that in which
we are engaged, can be established in
the earth, in the present condition of
mankind at least, without great sacrifice
on the part of those connected with it.
We need not expect anything else than

this. The Lord, through the Prophet
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