
278 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Joseph Smith, in early revelations, told

to the church: You are laying the founda-

tion of a great work; how great you know

not. And the same words are just as

applicable to us today, notwithstanding

the growth of the work up to the present

time. We with the light we now possess

even, cannot conceive of its greatness. It

has not entered into our hearts, neither

are we capable of conceiving of it. But we

are laying its foundation, nevertheless;

and God has chosen us for this work. He

has inspired us, and he has blessed us

thus far in our endeavor to carry it out,

and he will continue to do so to the end;

and victory and glory will be the result

of our faith and our diligence in keeping

his commandments.

There is one thing that I wish to refer

to; it is a delicate subject, still I feel to

touch upon it. The idea was suggested to

me a short time ago, while in conversa-

tion with one or two of the brethren who

were speaking about the influence that is

now being brought against the Church,

how fortunate it was that there were

some who had not obeyed the law of God

in regard to plural marriage. There was,

as I thought, a spirit of self-gratulation

among some who have not obeyed that

law, because they could now act as they

appeared to think, in some sort, as sav-

iors to the people. I hope there never

will enter the minds of the Latter-day

Saints, a feeling of that kind, or divi-

sion of feeling upon this point. I be-

lieve there are very excellent, very wor-

thy, very true and very faithful Latter-

day Saints of both sexes who have not

entered into the practice of plural mar-

riage; and it is not for me to cast re-

flections upon any of my brethren or

sisters about not having obeyed that

principle, unless there has been posi-

tive disobedience. It is not for me to

judge the circumstances, the feelings

and the motives, and the hearts of men

and women, my brethren and sisters in

the Church. God will do this; that is his

province. But, on the other hand, I hope

there never will be a feeling grow up

in the midst of the Latter-day Saints to

congratulate themselves because of their

reluctance, or their refusal, to obey the

command of God, and to think that they

have donemore wisely in refraining from

obeying that command, and that their

position is a better one because of their

lack of obedience; or, because circum-

stances have been such that they have

not obeyed or been required to obey that

law. I hope, I say, that no such feeling

will ever be known among us—to judge

each other and to comment upon each

other, and to indulge in self-gratulation

because of anything of this kind.

The Lord has said: "Again I say unto

you, if ye observe to do whatsoever I com-

mand you I, the Lord, will turn away

all wrath and indignation from you, and

the gates of hell shall not prevail against

you."

Now, I want to say for myself per-

sonally, if I had not obeyed that com-

mand of God, concerning plural mar-

riage, I believe that I would have been

damned. That is my position; but I do

not judge any other man. I am so or-

ganized that I could have lived, if nec-

essary, and God had commanded it, as

a Catholic priest is supposed to live,

without knowing woman. I believe that

with God's help I could have done that

all the days of my life, if it had been

necessary for my salvation; but, on the

contrary, when I had taken one wife,

after I had returned from one of my

missions, a spirit rested upon me that


