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I could not resist; I felt that I should be

damned if I refused or neglected to obey

that law of God. It was not prompted

by any improper feeling; it was not

prompted by a feeling of lust, or a de-

sire for women; but it was an overpower-

ing anxiety to obey the commandments

of God. Since I have passed through the

ordeals I have, connected with this prin-

ciple, I can see the wisdom of it, and ac-

knowledge the hand of God in it. For

if I had taken wives without being thus

prompted and impressed, there might

have been times in my experience when I

would have questioned myself and said:

Perhaps you were too hasty in embrac-

ing this principle. But under the cir-

cumstances I could not do that. I have

never known the time that I could do

that. I knew that God had commanded

me, whether He had other men or not;

and I did obey it because of this over-

powering command, believing, as I have

said, that I should be damned if I did

not. Whatever may be my fate in re-

gard to this principle—I have been de-

prived of my seat in Congress because

of it; and whatever be my fate here-

after, I have no reflections against my-

self to indulge in concerning my ac-

tion in the matter. I have done that

which I conscientiously believe to be the

will of God; and I believe the majority

of my brethren and sisters have done

the same, have obeyed the principle in

the same way. Do I believe that God

will bear those out who have thus em-

braced that principle; do I believe that

He will sustain them? I know that He

will sustain those who have obeyed it;

I know that He will sustain this peo-

ple. The Prophet Joseph Smith said, and

so taught, when he first communicated

this principle, that there had come a

time in the history of God's people, when

if they did not obey that law, all progress

would cease, that the kingdom could go

no further. And He commanded the ser-

vants of God, His associates, the Apos-

tles, to obey it, under penalty of losing

the Spirit of God, under penalty of their

ceasing to progress in the work of our

God. Now, there was on the one hand

condemnation; on the other hand, the

fear of the world, the prejudices of the

world, the punishment which the world

would inflict upon those who should dis-

obey laws already enacted against such

practices. What could they do? We

are today precisely in the same position

that other servants of God have been in,

who have been required by men's laws to

do things which their conscience and all

their reason, and the good spirit within

them revolted against. That is our po-

sition today. Whatever men's laws may

be we cannot deny the truth of God,

the revelations of God. I cannot do it,

I would be damned and go to hell if I

were to do it. There is no alternative

for me but to suffer all the penalties that

man may inflict upon me; and I cannot

evade them only as God shall preserve

me. That is my position today. What-

ever man may do, I must be, I hope to

be, true to myself, and to my convic-

tions, and to my God. I must endure

all things; I cannot evade them. And

there are hundreds in the same position,

hundreds of men, hundreds of women.

And is there any law of man, is there

any penalty that man can inflict that

compares with the penalty that God will

inflict upon those that will disobey His

commandments? I must trust my God;

I must rely upon His protecting arm; I

must throw myself under His protecting

care, or I must perish. There is no other


