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course for me; that is the only alterna-
tive before me. To be untrue to my God,
to be untrue to the revelations of my
God; to be untrue to the convictions of
my nature; to be untrue to the women—
wives—whom I have covenanted for time
and all eternity to love, to revere and
to protect, and to my children, children
borne to me by those women—to be un-
true to these, or to endure all the con-
sequences that man may inflict upon me
for disobeying laws which are framed
against my religion. I am willing to trust
to my God. He has never deserted me in
the deepest trouble and distress, in the
midst of the most fiery ordeals, He has
been at my right hand and on my left,
as he has been at yours. He has been
around about us, and I am still willing
to trust Him. He has never failed—His
word and promise have always been sure
and reliable.

Now, my brethren and sisters, you
who have not entered into this covenant,
do not imagine, do not let the adversary
instill into your hearts that you are now
saviors to the Latter-day Saints. Do not
do it. Let me warn you against it; it
is a dangerous thought. You will find
it delusive, for it is not true. If God
saves this people, as I firmly believe he
will, it will be through those men and
through those women whom men have
placed under a ban; whom men have
said shall have no power because of the
laws that are enacted against them. I
tell you, the salvation that will come to
this people, will be through the faithful-
ness of the men of God and the women
of God who, in the face of an oppos-
ing world, contrary to their traditions, to
their education, to their preconceived no-
tions and to the popular prejudices of the
day—who have in the midst of all this
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stepped forward in the vanguard and
obeyed the command of God, and have
dared to endure all the consequences,
and been willing to endure all the penal-
ties. Mark it, it is true. I believe that
which I now say to you as firmly as
though an angel of God had spoken it;
and you will see it fulfilled, every word of
it. Let not the fears of the world, let not
the threats of men extinguish the love of
God, extinguish the faith of God in your
hearts and make you tremble concerning
these things. Let no such feeling as this
take possession of you. I do not want to
be defiant; I never had that feeling; but if
I cannot obey, I must suffer. That is the
position I have taken. If I cannot obey
the law of man, I must suffer the con-
sequences: I prefer to do so rather than
suffer the consequences of disobeying the
commands of God. It is better for me to
do this than to do the other. I do not wish
to defy man; I say, if you wish to enforce
the law, that is your business.

Now, brethren and sisters, let us go
from this Conference in calmness, pursu-
ing our various occupations, and endeav-
oring to profit by the teachings that we
have had in the past. If this people could
only have carried into effect the teach-
ings they have had from the servants of
God from the beginning, how different
would our position be today! Elders have
worn themselves out. Presidents, Apos-
tles, and Prophets have worn themselves
out and have gone to their graves, labor-
ing with this people, and teaching them
words of life and salvation, words that
it would have been to their eternal in-
terest to have listened to and to have
obeyed. We are like the man who, moved
with pity, took the frozen snake and put
it into his bosom to restore its life, and in



