
a little while, after the warmth of his 
bosom revived the frozen reptile, it stung 
him and killed him. We have nourished in 
our bosom the viper that is doing us more 
injury today than anything else. If we had 
listened to counsel, if we had obeyed the 
commandments of God; if we had been 
united, if we had not looked so much to 
our temporal advantage, or that which we 
thought to be our temporal advantage, 
how different would our position be to-
day! But this people are like children; the 
servants of God entreat them and talk to 
them, but how quickly they forget! They 
imagine that the counsels they receive are 
prompted by some spirit that is not exactly 
the Spirit of God. But we will find that 
we have to come to it. I believe that God 
will throw us in circumstances that will 
compel us to come to the position that 
He has designed we shall occupy, however 
reluctant we may be about it. I tell you 
there is more to be dreaded, there is more 
to be feared—and you may attach what 
importance you like to my words, but I 
know they are true—there is more to be 
feared today in our midst from the growth 
of wealth in a few hands, in a single class, 
than there is from all the legislation that 
can be enacted against us by the Congress 
of the United States, more to be dreaded 
by us as a people. That condition is upon 
us, the growth of wealth in the hands of 
a few individuals, threatening us with 
greater danger today, than anything that 
can be done by outsiders; more than the 
Commissioners can do, more than the 
registrars can do, more than the judges of 
election can do, or all that can be done by 
the Congress of the United States. I know 
that this is true. God does not design to

have a people of this kind. He does not 
design that there shall be classes among 
us, one class lifted up above another, one 
class separated from the rest of the people, 
with diverse interests; interests that are 
not strictly in accord with those of the 
masses of the people. Because when this is 
the case, there is a lack of union. Men are 
more disposed to compromise principle 
who have great moneyed interests at stake. 
In fact, it is a characteristic of human na-
ture that, as a class, this class is a compro-
mising class; their temptation is to yield 
principle, to yield ground; and it cannot 
be helped from the very nature of things, 
because of their circumstances. I can see 
it in myself; I do not preach something to 
you that I do not preach to myself. I have 
to guard against it, and my brethren have 
to do so. It does not belong to any one 
man or class of men, it belongs to human 
nature this feeling of which I speak. God 
designs in the organization of his kingdom 
on the earth to prevent this. If it is not 
prevented, then the Zion of God is not es-
tablished. Is anyone injured by its preven-
tion? No. The time must come when the 
talent of men of business shall be used for 
the benefit of this whole people, just as the 
talent of President Taylor, just as the tal-
ent of President Joseph F. Smith and that 
of President Wilford Woodruff, and that  
of the Twelve Apostles, and that of the 
leading Elders of this Church; as their tal-
ent is used for the benefit of Zion, so must 
the talent of men who are gifted with busi-
ness capacity be used in like manner—not 
for individual benefit alone, not for indi
vidual aggrandizement alone, but for 
the benefit of the whole people, to uplift  
the masses, to rescue them from their
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